

Continuing his effort to end political gridlock with Congress, President Barack Obama comes to Capitol Hill to meet with the Senate 
Republican caucus, in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2013. From left to right, he is greeted by Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
Minority Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

Obama touts “great conversation" with Republicans 


A Pope For 
The People 

NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — On 

his first day as shepherd 
of the world’s 1.2 billion 
Catholics, Pope Francis 
picked up his luggage at 
a Vatican hotel, personally 
thanked each member of 
the staff and even paid 
his own bill. Then, at his first 
Mass, he delivered a short, 
unscripted homily — in 
Italian, not the Latin of his 
predecessor— holding the 
cardinals who elected him 
responsible for keeping the 
church strong. 



Pope Francis celebrates his 
inaugural Mass with cardinals, 
inside the Sistine Chapel, at 
the Vatican, Thursday, March 
14, 2013. 

(AP Photo/L'Osservatore) 

Pope for barely 12 hours, 
Francis brushed off years 
of tradition and formal¬ 
ity Thursday with a remark¬ 
able break in style that 
sent a clear message that 
his papacy is poised to re¬ 
ject many of the trappings 
enjoyed by now-retired 
Benedict XVI. That was 
hardly out of character for 
Francis. For years, as Cardi¬ 
nal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 
the Argentine pastor took 
the bus to work, kissed the 
feet of AIDS patients and 
prayed with former prosti¬ 
tutes, eschewing the luxu¬ 
rious residence that would 
have been his due as arch¬ 
bishop of Buenos Aires. 


Continued on Page 3 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama said 
he had a “great conversa¬ 
tion" with Republicans on 
Thursday, his third straight 
day of rare outreach to 
the opposition in the face 
of persistent differences on 
how to reduce the gap¬ 
ing U.S. deficit. The presi¬ 
dent’s visits to Congress 
are meant to thaw the 
frosty relationship between 
the parties that has left 
the country wrestling with 
a blunt $85 billion in bud¬ 
get cuts from both military 
and domestic programs. 
Both parties admit the cuts 
threaten the U.S. econom¬ 
ic recovery. 

Senators said Thursday’s 
90-minute meeting also 
featured exchanges on 
the proposed Keystone XL 
oil pipeline from Canada, 
tax reform and the regula¬ 


tory burden on businesses. 
“We’ll see where we go 
from here, but it was a 
great meeting," said Mi¬ 
nority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell, a top Republi¬ 
can. Obama met earlier 
this week with Republicans 
from the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

The partisan divide has hurt 
efforts to address a series 
of fiscal crises, and the lat¬ 
est looms at the end of this 
month with the possibility 
of a government shutdown 
over funding. 

Meanwhile, both parties 
have offered budget pro¬ 
posals in an annual ritual 
that is mostly political pos¬ 
turing, though they are 
meant to lay out each 
party’s stance on federal 
spending. 

Obama is expected to re¬ 
lease his own budget plan 


the week of April 8. 

“He was candid and open 
and direct and he didn’t 
sugar coat it," said Sen. La¬ 
mar Alexander, a Repub¬ 
lican. “He recognizes that 
we have some pretty big 
differences and we ought 
to keep expectations un¬ 
der control, but he said he 
believes — and I think all of 
us believe — this is the way 
we should be doing busi¬ 
ness together.” 

Obama also told sena¬ 
tors to expect a decision 
on the Keystone pipeline 
sometime this year, though 
he didn't signal whether 
his administration would 
approve it, said Sen. John 
Hoeven. 

In the House late Wednes¬ 
day, Budget Committee 
Republicans approved 
a 2014 budget plan that 
cuts spending by $4.6 tril¬ 


lion over the coming de¬ 
cade with cuts to Medic¬ 
aid and domestic agen¬ 
cies while balancing the 
government’s books within 
10 years. The vote sent the 
measure to the full House 
for a vote next week. 

The House budget plan 
tries to protect the Defense 
Department from the deep 
spending cuts by cutting 
more deeply into the day- 
to-day operating budgets 
of domestic agencies next 
year. 

On Thursday, the Senate 
Budget Committee was 
expected to approve a 
Democratic Party-line fis¬ 
cal blueprint that would 
trim the budget deficit 
while protecting safety net 
programs from Republi¬ 
can-proposed cuts. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Senate panel approves reinstatement of 
assault weapons ban 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Sen¬ 
ate Judiciary Committee 
on Thursday approved a 
measure to reinstate a ban 
on assault weapons, the 
first congressional vote on 
the issue since the ban ex¬ 
pired in 2004. 

The vote to approve the 
measure - now ostensibly 
headed for the full Senate 
- went firmly along party 
lines; the 10 Democrats on 
the committee voted aye, 
and the eight Republicans 
of the committee rejected 
it. The legislation would also 
limit the size of ammunition 
magazines to 10 rounds. 

In debating the measure - 
as well as amendments of¬ 
fered by Sen. John Cornyn 
of Texas designed to chip 
away its provisions - the 
committee laid bare the 
essence and emotions of 
the debate over how to 
prevent gun violence and 
the meaning of the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment, a fight 
that is likely to continue on 
the Senate floor. 

The measure, the fourth 
and most controversial 
passed by the commit¬ 
tee, is almost certain to 
fail if brought before the 
entire Senate and has al¬ 
most zero chance of even 
receiving a hearing in the 
House. 

“The road is uphill. I fully un- 


JUDY FITZPATRICK 
Associated Press 
PHILIPSBURG, St. Maarten 
(AP) — Passengers from the 
cruise ship Carnival Dream 
headed to the airport 
Thursday instead of sailing 
home after an on-board 
generator problem halted 
their trip in the latest main¬ 
tenance headache for the 
world’s largest cruise line. 
The Dream was in St. 
Maarten on the final stop of 
a Caribbean cruise when 
the crew announced it 
would not be sailing home 
to Port Canaveral, Florida, 
because of a mechanical 
issue with a diesel genera¬ 
tor, passengers said. 
Carnival Cruise Lines said 
the Dream had a “techni- 


derstand that,” said Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
the sponsor of the bill, after 
its passage in the commit¬ 
tee. 

“My passion comes from 
what I've seen on the 


cal issue” with its backup 
emergency diesel genera¬ 
tor that was discovered 
during a test Wednesday. 
A company statement 
said that the ship did not 
lose power but that there 
were periodic interruptions 
to elevators and restrooms. 
Carnival said all systems 
were functioning normally 
Thursday but the company 
decided to get the pas¬ 
sengers home by air. 
Passengers strolling about 
the Dutch Caribbean town 
of Philipsburg told The As¬ 
sociated Press that the 
power and water were out 
for 10-20 minutes, contra¬ 
dicting media reports of 
longer outages and unsan¬ 
itary conditions. 


week that would make the 
already illegal practice of 
buying a gun for someone 
else who is legally barred 
from having one - known 
as a straw purchase - a fel¬ 
ony and to increase penal- 


“We have toilets. We have 
water. It's no different than 
a regular day at sea," Ta- 
sha Larson, 31, from Win¬ 
ston-Salem, North Caroli¬ 
na, said after disembarking 
with her boyfriend to spend 
the day in St. Maarten. 

An engine fire last month 
crippled another Carni¬ 
val ship, the Carnival Tri¬ 
umph, leaving 4,200 peo¬ 
ple stranded for five days 
without working toilets or 
power. 

Passengers Mary and Ter¬ 
ry Washington of Tampa, 
Florida, said they were 
grateful because the mal¬ 
function gave them an ad¬ 
ditional day to spend in St. 
Maarten. 

“The plumbing is fine. The 


ceived a protection order 
and residents of the South¬ 
west border to be exempt 
from the ban, all failed 8-10 
along party lines. 

The debate over who may 
obtain weapons, what 


food is fine. Everything is 
fine," Mary Washington 
said. 

Another passenger, Tam- 
mie Knapper of Hedges- 
ville. West Virginia, said 
she also preferred another 
day in St. Maarten to the 
risk that the ship could en¬ 
counter problems as sea. 
“It’s better that we are 
here than in the middle of 
the ocean,” she said. 

St. Maarten offered to as¬ 
sist with police escorts for 
moving passengers to the 
airport. 

“We would not want them 
to encounter any delay, 
discomfort or setback,” 
said Deputy Prime Minister 
William Marlin, who visited 
the ship Thursday.Q 



Reuters journalist 
Keys charged 
with hacking 
conspiracy 

PAUL ELIAS 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

U.S. federal officials on 
Thursday charged a so¬ 
cial media editor for the 
Reuters news service with 
conspiring with the group 
“Anonymous” 
to hack into and alter an 
online Los Angeles Times 
news story. 

Matthew Keys gave Anon¬ 
ymous members login cre¬ 
dentials to the computer 
network of Tribune Co., 
which owns the Times, in 
December 2010, 
the FBI said. Keys had been 
fired from a Tribune-owned 
television station in Sacra¬ 
mento two months earlier. 
According to the feder¬ 
al grand jury indictment 
handed down in Sacra¬ 
mento, a hacker altered 
a Times news story posted 
Dec. 14 and 15, 2010, to 
read “Pressure builds in 
House to elect CHIPPY 
1337." 

The indictment alleges that 
Keys, 26, 

and another hacker failed 
in another attempt to ac¬ 
cess the Tribune comput¬ 
er system after the Times 
hack. 

Keys acquired the login 
information while serving 
as the web producer for 
the Sacramento-based 
FOX station KTXL, which is 
owned by Tribune Co. 

The New Jersey native is 
charged with one count 
each of conspiracy to 
transmit information to 
damage a protected 
computer, as well trans¬ 
mitting and attempting to 
transmit that information. 

If convicted. Keys faces up 
to 10 years in prison, three 
years of supervised release 
and a fine of $250,000 for 
each count. 

A spokesman for Thomson 
Reuters Corp. declined 
comment. 

Keys is scheduled for ar¬ 
raignment in Sacramento 
federal court April 14. 

He didn’t respond to email 
inquiries and messages 
sent through his Twitter 
account and Facebook 
page Thursday.Q 



Sens. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and Al Franken (D-Minn.) during a Senate Judiciary Committee 
hearing on a measure to reinstate a ban on assault weapons in Washington, March 14, 2013. The 
committee approved the measure on Thursday, the first major Congressional vote on the issue 
since the ban expired in 2004. 

(Christopher Gregory/The New York Times) 

ties for the crime. type and within what limi- 

Cornyn offered amend- tations goes to the heart of 
ments to the bill to ere- the interpretation of both 


streets,” she said. 

Earlier this week, the panel 
passed a measure that 
would expand the use 
of background checks 
to private gun sales, and 
another to renew a grant 
program to help schools 
improve security. 

The committee also ap¬ 
proved a measure last 


ate exemptions from fhe 
ban, which would prohibit 
roughly 160 types of fire¬ 
arms from sale and use. 

His amendments, which 
would have allowed fe¬ 
male victims of sexual as¬ 
sault, those who had re- 


the Second Amendment 
and the Supreme Court’s 
most recent findings on its 
limitations, which it found 
existed, 

without outlining what 
those specific limitations 
should be. □ 


Carnival flying stranded cruise passengers home 
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A pontiff for the people: Pope Francis pays hotel bill 


Continued from front 

But now he is pope — the 
first from the New World 
and the first Jesuit — and 
his style both personal and 
liturgical is in a global spot¬ 
light. 

On his first day, he couldn’t 
have signaled a greater 
contrast to Benedict, the 
German academic who 
was meek and generous in 
person but formal and tra¬ 
ditional in public. 

The differences played 
out Thursday in the Sistine 
Chapel as the 76-year-old 
Francis celebrated his first 
public Mass as pope. 


Whereas Benedict read 
a three-page discourse 
in Latin, Francis had a far 
simpler message. Speaking 
off-the-cuff for 10 minutes 
in easy Italian, he said all 
Catholics must “build” the 
church and “walk" with 
the faith. 

He urged priests to build 
their churches on solid 
foundations, warning: 
“What happens when chil¬ 
dren build sand castles on 
the beach? It all comes 
down.” 

“If we don’t proclaim Je¬ 
sus, we become a pitiful 


NGO, not the bride of the 
Lord," he said. 

“When we walk without 
the cross, and when we 
preach about Christ with¬ 
out the cross, we are not 
disciples of the Lord. We 
are mundane. We are 
bishops, priests, cardinals, 
popes, but we are not dis¬ 
ciples of the Lord.” 

The new style was evident 
even in Francis’ wardrobe. 
Rather than wear the new 
golden pectoral cross he 
was offered after his elec¬ 
tion Wednesday, he kept 
the simple crucifix of his 
days as bishop. He also 
turned down the red velvet 


cape that Benedict wore 
when he was presented to 
the world for the first time in 
2005, choosing the simple 
white cassock of the pa¬ 
pacy instead. 

“It seems to me what is cer¬ 
tain is it’s a great change 
of style, which for us isn't a 
small thing,” Sergio Rubin, 
Francis’ authorized biogra¬ 
pher, told The Associated 
Press. 

Rubin said the new pope 
“believes the church has 
to go into the streets” and 
be one with the people it 
serves and not impose its 


message on a society that 
often doesn’t want to hear 
it. 

For this reason, as Cardinal 
Bergoglio, “he built altars 
and tents in the squares 
of Buenos Aires, and held 
Masses with former prosti¬ 
tutes and homeless people 
in the street,” Rubin said. 
“He did this to express the 
closeness of the church to 
those who are suffering.” 
Rubin said he expected to 
see more changes — even 
substantive ones — once 
Francis gets his footing. 

“I think the categories of 
progressive and conser¬ 
vative are insufficient,” 


Rubin said. “Pope Francis 
is someone with a great 
mental openness to enter 
into dialogue. He is very 
understanding of different 
situations. He doesn’t like 
to impose.” 

Francis began Thursday 
with an early morning trip in 
a simple Vatican car — not 
the papal sedan — to a 
Roman basilica dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, where 
he prayed before an icon 
of the Madonna. 

Like many Latin American 
Catholics, Francis has a 
particular devotion to the 


Virgin Mary, and his visit to 
the St. Mary Major basilica 
was a reflection of fhaf. 
Laying flowers on fhe alfar, 
he fhen prayed before a 
Byzantine icon of Mary and 
the infant Jesus. 

“He has a great devotion 
to this icon of Mary, and 
every time he comes from 
Argentina he visits this ba¬ 
silica,” said the Rev. Elio 
Montenero, who was pres¬ 
ent for the pope's arrival. 
“We were surprised today 
because he did not an¬ 
nounce his visit.” 

Francis himself had fore¬ 
shadowed the visit, tell¬ 
ing the 100,000 people 


packed into rain-soaked 
St. Peter's Square after his 
election that he intended 
to pray to the Madonna 
“that she may watch over 
all of Rome.” 

The new pope, known for 
his work with the poor in 
Buenos Aires' slums, had 
charmed the crowd when 
he emerged on the loggia 
and greeted them with a 
simple and familiar: “Broth¬ 
ers and sisters, good eve¬ 
ning.” 

On Thursday, members of 
his flock were charmed 
again when Francis 


stopped by fhe Vafican- 
owned residence where 
he stayed before the con¬ 
clave to pick up his lug¬ 
gage. But that wasn’t the 
only reason he made the 
detour. 

“He wanted to thank the 
personnel, people who 
work in this house,” said 
the Rev. Pawel Rytel-Andri- 
anek, a guest at the resi¬ 
dence. “He greeted them 
one by one, no rush, the 
whole staff, one by one.” 
Francis then paid his bill “to 
set a good example,” Vati¬ 
can spokesman the Rev. 
Federico Lombardi said. 
“People say that he never 
in these 20 years asked tor 
a (Vatican) car,” Rytel-An- 
drianek said. “Even when 
he went to the conclave 
with a priest from his dio¬ 
cese, he just walked out to 
the main road, picked up 
a taxi and went to the con¬ 
clave. So very simple tor a 
future pope.” 

Francis displayed that 
same sense of humility im¬ 
mediately after his elec¬ 
tion, spurning the throne 
on an elevated platform 
that was brought out for 
him to receive the cardi¬ 
nals' pledges of obedi¬ 
ence, said Cardinal Timo¬ 
thy Dolan of New York. 

“He met with us on our own 
level,” Dolan said. 

Later, he traveled by bus 
back to the hotel along 
with the other cardinals, 
refusing the special sedan 
and security detail that he 
was offered. 

Francis, said U.S. Cardinal 
Donald Wuerl, has signaled 
his adherence to a “Gos¬ 
pel of simplicity." 

Cardinal Thomas Collins, 
the archbishop of Toronto, 
agreed. “He’s just a very 
loving, wonderful guy. We 
just came to appreciate 
the tremendous gifts he 
has. He's much beloved 
in his diocese in Argentina. 
He has a great pastoral 
history of serving people," 
Collins said in a telephone 
interview. And he has a 
sense of humor. 

During dinner after his 
election on Wednesday, 
the cardinals toasted 
him, Dolan said. “Then he 
toasted us and said, ‘May 
God forgive you for what 
you've done.'”Q 



Pope Francis celebrates his inaugural Mass with cardinals, inside the Sistine Chapel, at the Vatican, Thursday, March 14, 2013. 

(AP Photo/L'Osservatore Romano, ho) 
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Obama touts “great conversation” with Republicans 


Continued from front 

The U.S. debt is now at 
$16.6 trillion. The Treasury 
Department on Wednes¬ 
day indicated that the 
annual deficit, at least, is 
starting to shrink. Higher 
taxes and an improving 
economy are expected to 
hold the deficit below $1 
trillion for the first time since 
Obama took office. 

House Republicans have 
offered a new budget pro¬ 
posal crafted by House 
Budget Committee Chair¬ 
man Paul Ryan, who ran as 
the 2012 Republican vice 
presidential nominee. Sen¬ 
ate Democrats unveiled 
their own budget blueprint 
Wednesday. 

The Ryan plan would bal¬ 
ance the federal budget 
in 10 years with drastic 
spending cuts alone. The 
White House said it would 
harm the middle class. The 
plan touts longstanding Re¬ 
publican proposals to slash 
funding for domestic pro- 



President Barack Obama and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., leave a meeting 
with House Democrats at the Capitol, in Washington, Thursday, March 14, 2013. At far left is Rep. 
Frederica Wilson, D-Fla., with Rep. Terri Sewell, D-Ala., second from left. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

grams, repeal Obama’s privatize the Medicare the elderly. 

health care overhaul and health care program for Obama’s outreach start¬ 


ed with an unusual dinner 
Obama hosted last week 
at a hotel near the White 
House for a dozen Senate 
Republicans. The presi¬ 
dent has shown a willing¬ 
ness to reduce spending 
on big entitlement pro¬ 
grams such as Medicare, 
the Social Security pension 
program and the Med¬ 
icaid health program for 
the poor — traditionally a 
taboo among Democrats 
— in exchange for clos¬ 
ing loopholes in the tax 
code. Republicans, how¬ 
ever, object to any more 
tax increases, insisting that 
Obama got his way with 
tax hikes on the wealthy in 
the New Year’s Day deal 
that prevented tax hikes 
for most federal income 
tax payers and delayed 
the $85 billion in spending 
cuts. Those cuts took effect 
March 1, even though nei¬ 
ther party wanted them, 
because the two sides 
couldn’t reach a compro¬ 
mise on an alternative.Q 
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Michigan governor picks emergency manager for Detroit 


MONICA DAVEY 
© 2013 New York Times 

Rejecting an appeal by 
some Detroit leaders. Gov. 
Rick Snyder of Michigan 
said Thursday that his ad¬ 
ministration was proceed¬ 
ing with plans to send an 
emergency manager to 
run the state's largest city, 
and that he favored a law¬ 
yer who worked on Chrys- 
ler's bankruptcy proceed¬ 
ings for the job. 

“In many respects it's a sad 
day,” Snyder said Thursday 
afternoon during a news 
conference in Detroit, 
which has been strained 
by annual cash shortages 
and $14 billion in long-term 
liabilities even as residents 
have complained of fad¬ 
ing, insufficient services. 
Snyder said he was rec¬ 
ommending Kevyn D. Orr, 
a Washington lawyer and 
partner at Jones Day who 
has focused on restructur¬ 
ing businesses, to become 
Detroit’s first emergency 
manager. Under state law, 
a board of leaders from 
several state departments 
formally hires emergency 
managers, and that board 
was preparing to meet lat¬ 
er Thursday. 

Members of Detroit’s City 
Council, who are expect¬ 
ed to lose power under a 
state-appointed manager, 
have contested the no¬ 
tion that the city requires 
an intervention and have 


disagree with any state 
intervention; a time frame 
for restructuring that could 
turn out to be as short as 
18 months; and the depth 
of the city’s financial prob¬ 
lems, which some people 
suggest can be solved only 
through an eventual bank¬ 
ruptcy filing. 

Municipal bankruptcies 
are extremely rare, but 
it was lost on no one that 
the state has selected an 
expert in bankruptcy law 
for Detroit, as opposed to 
a financial accountant, 
for instance, or a former 
city manager or elected 
leader, which have been 
picked for emergency 
managemenf roles in some 
smaller Michigan cities. 
Under Michigan law, a city 
can file for bankruptcy only 
under certain conditions. □ 


Kevyn Orr, center, a lawyer who has focused on restructuring businesses, and Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder, right, during a news conference in Detroit, March 14, 2013. Rejecting an appeal by some 
Detroit leaders, Snyder said Thursday that his administration was proceeding with plans to send 
Orr to become Detroit’s first emergency manager. Mayor Dave Bing, left. 

(Fabrizio Costantini/The New York Times) 


denounced the plan as 
undemocratic. This week, 
they asked Snyder to re¬ 
consider his finding, but his 
announcement Thursday 
does not close the possi¬ 
bility for other avenues of 
appeal, including in the 
courts. 

Orr was lauded by some 
observers for his long expe¬ 
rience wifh financially trou¬ 
bled businesses, oversee¬ 
ing bankruptcies and guid¬ 
ing restructurings, as well 
as earlier posts at federal 
entities such as the FDIC. 


Orr, 54, who received his 
law degree from the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan, is also 
African-American - a fact 
that some in Detroit, which 
is nearly 83 percent black, 
said was likely to temper 
a racial backlash that was 
expected when Snyder, 
who is white and a Repub¬ 
lican, announced state 
oversight. 

For any arriving emergen¬ 
cy manager, though, the 
challenges in Detroit will be 
intense, given the frustra¬ 
tions of local leaders who 


Suspect in upstate NY shootings killed 


MARC SANTORA 
© 2013 New York Times 

An overnight standoff be¬ 
tween the police and a 
gunman suspected of 
shooting six people, kill¬ 
ing four of fhem, in up¬ 
state New York came to a 
bloody end early Thursday 
when the police stormed 
a building where he was 
holed up and killed him in 
an exchange of gunfire. 
The gunman, identified by 
police as Kurt Myers, 64, 
had barricaded himself in 
an abandoned motel on 
North Main Street in the 
quiet village of Herkimer on 
Wednesday after he went 
on an apparently unpro¬ 
voked shooting spree at 
two local businesses. When 
police first approached the 


building Wednesday, he 
opened fire, sending offi¬ 
cers scurrying for cover. 
State and local police of¬ 
ficers, joined by FBI agents, 
took up positions around 
the building but had no 
contact with the suspect. 
Around 8 a.m., they raided 
the building, sending a dog 
wearing a camera first so 
they could see what they 
might be facing. 

New York Trooper Jack L. 
Keller said Myers was in a 
room in the back of the 
building, seemingly un¬ 
injured and waiting for a 
fight, still armed with the 
same shotgun he had used 
in Wednesday's shooting 
spree. When SWAT and FBI 
officers bursf info fhe room 
he opened fire. 


“He shot and killed the 
dog,” Keller said. 

The officers returned fire 
and killed Myers, he said. 
“We commend the cour¬ 
age and extraordinary ef¬ 
forts of the state police, the 
FBI, and local law enforce¬ 
ment officials in finding the 
suspect and ending this 
horrific spree of violence 
and bloodshed," Gov. An¬ 
drew M. Cuomo said in a 
statement. 

Myers’ death ended 
what had been a terrify¬ 
ing and often confusing 
day and night for the nor¬ 
mally placid communities 
in the Mohawk Valley, but 
there were still many unan¬ 
swered questions, including 
what, if anything, incited 
the rampageO 
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Cellphone talkers proved to be irritants, study says 


DOUGLAS QUENQUA 
© 2013 New York Times 

If you have just read the 
same paragraph 12 times 
because the person sitting 


conversations are far more 
distracting and annoying 
than a dialogue between 
two people nearby. 

In a study published 


more irritated and distract¬ 
ed - and far more likely to 
remember the contents of 
the conversation - than 
students who worked on 



A commuter talks on her cellphone in New York. In a study published this week in the journal 
PLoS One, scientists found that overheard cellphone conversations are far more distracting and 
annoying than a dialogue between two people nearby. 

(Caleb Ferguson/The New York Times) 


next to you on the bus is 
chatting on her cellphone, 
feel free to show her this: 
scientists have found an¬ 
other piece of evidence 
that overheard cellphone 


Wednesday in the journal 
PLoS One, college students 
who were asked to com¬ 
plete anagrams while a 
nearby researcher talked 
on her cellphone were 
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the same puzzles while the 
same conversation was 
conducted by two people 
in the room. 

The study is the latest in a 
growing body of research 
on why cellphones rank so 
high on the list of modern 
irritants. 

Mounting evidence sug¬ 
gests that the habits en¬ 
couraged by mobile tech¬ 
nology - namely, talking 
loudly in public to some¬ 
one who is not there - are 
tailor-made for hijacking 
the cognitive functions of 
bystanders. 

One reason, said Veroni¬ 
ca V. Galvan, an assistant 
professor of psychology at 
the University of San Diego 
and the lead author of the 
study, is the brain’s desire 
to fill in the blanks. 

“If you only hear one per¬ 
son speaking, you're con¬ 
stantly trying to place that 
part of the conversation 
in context," Galvan said. 
“That’s naturally going to 
draw your attention away 
from whatever else you’re 
trying to do.” 

It is also a control thing, 
Galvan and her colleagues 
said. When people are 
trapped next to a one-sid¬ 
ed conversation - known 
nowadays as a “halfa- 


logue” - their anger rises 
in the same way it does in 
other situations where they 
are not free to leave, like 
waiting for a train. 

Students in a 2010 Cornell 
study had trouble com¬ 
pleting modest tasks, like 
tracking a dot on a screen 
with a cursor, while listen¬ 
ing to a tape of a one¬ 
sided conversation, even 
though they knew the con¬ 
versation was the focus of 
the study. 

The 149 students in Gal¬ 


van’s study did not know 
the side conversations 
were part of the research; 
15 students who did figure 
it out were not counted in 
the results. 

And while their ability to 
solve the anagrams was 
not noticeably impeded, 
the students listening to the 
halfalogues scored higher 
when rating themselves 
on a “distractibility scale.” 
They also said that they re¬ 
membered more specifics 
from the conversation. a 


US stands by plan to allow 
small knives on airplanes 


JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

head of the U.S. Transpor¬ 
tation Security Administra¬ 
tion told lawmakers Thurs¬ 
day he stands by his plan 
to allow passengers to car¬ 
ry small knives onto planes 
despite a growing back¬ 
lash against the proposal. 
It’s unlikely in these days of 
hardened cockpit doors 
and other preventative 
measures that the small 
folding knives could be 
used by terrorists to take 
over a plane, TSA Admin¬ 
istrator John Pistole told 
a hearing of the House 
Homeland Security Com¬ 
mittee. 

On the other hand, search¬ 
ing for the knives on pas¬ 
sengers or in their carry-on 
bags is time consuming. 
Pistole said. 

TSA screeners confiscate 
about 2,000 such knives 
every day, with each in¬ 
cident chewing up about 
two to three minutes, he 
said. 

“I think the decision is solid 
and it stands and we plan 
to move forward,” Pistole 
said. 

The policy, which goes 
into effect April 25, has 
sparked strong opposi¬ 
tion from flight attendants, 
federal air marshals, some 
pilot unions, aviation insur¬ 
ers and some airline chief 
executives. In the hands 
of the wrong passengers, 
the knives present an un¬ 
necessary safety risk to 
flight attendants and other 


passengers, critics say. Sev¬ 
eral members of the House 
committee said they share 
those concerns and urged 
Pistole to reconsider his po¬ 
sition. Besides knives, the 
policy will also allow pas¬ 
sengers to include in their 
carry-on luggage novelty- 
size baseball bats less than 
24 inches (610 millimeters) 
long, toy plastic bats, bil¬ 
liard cues, ski poles, hock¬ 
ey sticks, lacrosse sticks 
and two golf clubs. Items 
like box cutters and razor 
blades are still prohibited. 
Knives permitted under the 
policy must be able to fold 
up and have blades that 
are 2.36 inches (60 millime¬ 
ters) or less in length and 
are less than a half-inch 
(127 millimeters) wide. 

The policy is aimed at al¬ 
lowing passengers to carry 
pen knives, corkscrews 
with small blades and oth¬ 
er small knives 
There has been a gradual 
easing of some of the se¬ 
curity measures applied 
to airline passengers af¬ 
ter the Sept. 11, 2001, ter¬ 
rorist attacks against the 
U.S. The new policy mostly 
conforms U.S. security stan¬ 
dards to international stan¬ 
dards and allows the TSA 
to concentrate its ener¬ 
gies on more serious safety 
threats. Pistole said. 

The policy change was 
based on a recommen¬ 
dation from an internal 
TSA working group, which 
decided the items repre¬ 
sented no real danger, the 
agency has said. □ 
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Lost time: 


Wrongfully convicted, Dewey is still seeking restitution 


JACK HEALY 
© 2013 New York Times 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 

- Robert Dewey spent al¬ 
most 18 years in prison for 
a murder he did not com¬ 
mit. Now he spends his time 
waiting. Waiting for food 
stamps, or his monthly $698 
disability check. Swallow¬ 
ing painkillers and waiting 
for his wrenched back to 
stop aching. Waiting for 
the state to repay him for 
lost time. 

A lifelong motorcycle rid¬ 
er, Dewey, 52, knows the 
dangers of slick and twist¬ 
ing roads. But in the 10 
months since he was exon¬ 
erated by DNA testing and 
released from prison, the 
most perilous roads in front 
of him are not the highways 
he navigates on his rebuilt 
Harley-Davidson, but the 
one leading him away from 
prison and into a bewilder¬ 
ing world of smartphones, 
grandchildren and uncer¬ 
tain new freedoms. 

“When you come out, 
you're on top," he said one 
recent afternoon, dragging 
on a cigarette and sinking 
deeper into the couch at a 
friend’s house. “It’s easy to 
fall.” 

Dewey’s release is among 
a few high-profile exonera¬ 
tions that are now prod¬ 
ding Colorado to confront 
the question of what it 
owes inmates who have 
been falsely imprisoned, a 
civic soul-searching that 
Louisiana, Texas, Illinois and 
other states are also con¬ 
fronting. 

Colorado is one of 23 states 
that have no system to 
compensate the wrong¬ 
fully convicted. It does not 
provide a formal network 
of counseling, education 
or other assistance, which 
advocacy groups like the 
Innocence Project say ag¬ 
gravates an already diffi¬ 


cult and meager transition 
back to civilian life. 

A bill in Colorado’s sfate- 
house would change that 
here, granting $70,000 for 
each year of wrongful im¬ 
prisonment, plus tuition 
waivers at state colleges. It 
passed an early legislative 
test last Thursday, receiving 
unanimous support from 
the state’s House Judiciary 
Committee. 

“We have a responsibil¬ 
ity to make this injustice 
a justice,” said Rep. An¬ 
gela Williams, D-Denver, 
who is championing the 
measure. “You lose every¬ 
thing. You're starting from 
scrafch. How do you save 
money? How do you in¬ 
vest?" A spokesman for 
Colorado Gov. John W. 
Hickenlooper said he had 
not decided whether to 
support the bill. But Dewey, 
now jobless, is betting ev¬ 
erything on its passage. 

“I'm just seeing dollars roll 
down the sink," he said. 
“I have no credit. I asked 
my bank for a loan of $250 
- they wouldn't do it. It’s 
hard out here.” 

Dewey had lived a rough 
life. He served time for 
armed robbery and unlaw¬ 
ful possession of a weapon. 
He had worked as a la¬ 
borer and repairman, but 
by the mid-1990s, he was 
using drugs and hang¬ 
ing out on the fringes of a 
ragged group of metham- 
phefamine users in western 
Colorado. 

Then, in 1994, Jacie Tay¬ 
lor, a 19-year-old woman 
who had fallen into the 
same circle, was raped 
and strangled in her apart¬ 
ment in Palisade, Colo. Po¬ 
lice eventually homed in 
on Dewey, who had been 
staying nearby, and arrest¬ 
ed him in June 1995. 

Years later, DNA evidence 
would link the murder to 
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Douglas Thames, who 
had also passed through 
Palisade. Thames has now 
been charged in Taylor's 
death. Dewey knew none 
of this in 1996 when he was 
sentenced to life in prison. 
If felt like a dream, he said. 


the moment. I just knew it 
wasn’t me.” 

After years of work by his 
court-appointed lawyer, 
Danyel Joffe, the Inno¬ 
cence Project came on 
board in 2007 and paid for 
fests fhaf showed no DNA 


mailed donations of $100 or 
$200 and sent him tools and 
parts for his motorcycle. 
A man in prison even sent 
Dewey $20, he said. But 
the donations have dried 
up, and he is often short of 
money. He wonders whefh- 



Robert Dewey, who spent almost 18 years in prison for a murder he did not commit, at Unitar¬ 
ian Universalist Church in Greeley, Colo. Dewey, released 10 months ago and is still waiting for 
payment of his lost time. Colorado is one of 23 states that have no system to compensate the 
wrongfully convicted. 

(Matthew Staver/The New York Times) 


a grim movie in which he 
was the audience, not the 
protagonist. Next thing he 
knew, he was a convicted 
killer peering out a cell win¬ 
dow at distant city lights 
glowing on the horizon. 

“I didn’t know who did it," 
he said. “Didn't care at 


links between Dewey and 
the crime scene. His con¬ 
viction was reversed, and 
he was released last April. 
He left with an apology 
and handshake from pros¬ 
ecutors in Mesa County, he 
said, but little else. 

After his release, people 


er he will ever save enough 
to make it to Missouri to see 
grandchildren who were 
born while he was in prison. 
He says he wants to work, 
but a painful back in¬ 
jury aggravated in prison 
makes him reluctant to do 
so.Q 
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French President Francois Hollande speaks during a media con¬ 
ference at an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, March 14, 2013. 
Hollande said Thursday France and Britain are pushing the EU 
to lift its arms embargo on Syria as soon as possible so that they 
can send weapons to rebel fighters. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 
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France ready to arm Syrian rebels 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — France 
and Britain are pushing 
the European Union to lift 
its arms embargo on Syria 
as soon as possible so that 
they can send weapons to 
rebel fighters, French Presi¬ 
dent Francois Hollande 
said Thursday. 

The two countries are seek¬ 
ing military help for the reb¬ 
els by the end of May or 
earlier if possible, but face 
Germany and other EU na¬ 
tions that have been skep¬ 
tical about sending weap¬ 
ons, pointing to the risk of 
further escalation in a vola¬ 
tile region. 

Hollande insisted that the 
rebels are fighting on an 
uneven battlefield be¬ 
cause Russia and others 
are arming Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime. 

“We have to go further,” 
Hollande said. “For two 
years now, there is the 
clear willingness of Bashar 
Assad to use all means to 
hit out at his own people.” 
“We cannot let a people 
be massacred like this,” 
Hollande told reporters 
in Brussels, where he is at¬ 
tending an EU summit. 
“So already the British and 
French are in favor of lifting 
the embargo.” 

“Why do we have to go 
further? Because there 
are threats, even fears, 
that chemical arms will be 
used,” Hollande said, with¬ 


out elaborating. 

The British government said 
that it is not ruling out any 
options to help the opposi¬ 
tion. 

A unanimous EU vote 
would be needed to lift 
the embargo before it is up 
for extension at the end of 
May. 

But if that doesn't happen, 
a French diplomat said 
France is leaning toward 
refusing to vote for the ex¬ 
tension — a position Britain 
has also hinted at — which 
would spell its end. 

German Chancellor Ange¬ 
la Merkel, though, has her 
reservations and fears that 
might set off an arms race 
in the civil war. 

“Attention has to be paid 
that the opposing side 
won’t be delivered with yet 
more arms then by coun¬ 
tries that have a different 
position than Germany or 
the European Union na¬ 
tions regarding Assad,” 
Merkel said. 

“That's a very complicated 
judgment call," she said. 
Hollande insisted some¬ 
thing had to move since 
there was a full stalemate 
in the search for a political 
solution. 

“All efforts to get a politi¬ 
cal transition have for the 
moment been ruined by 
Bashar Assad. 

Britain said in a statement 
Thursday that the interna¬ 
tional effort for a political 
solution in Syria “has little 


chance of gathering mo¬ 
mentum unless the regime 
feels compelled to come 
to the negotiating table. 
They need to feel that the 
balance on the ground 
has shifted against them.” 
Referring to the EU em¬ 
bargo, the statement said, 
“We are not prepared to 
rule out any options to 
bring an end to the suffer¬ 
ing of millions of innocent 
Syrians.” 

Talk of arming the rebels 
comes as concerns have 
been raised about abuses 
by opposition fighters. 
Human rights monitors said 
in a report Thursday that 
Syrian rebels routinely kill 
captured soldiers and sus¬ 
pected regime informers. 
However, fhe report also 
said that abuses by the 
Assad’s regime remain far 
more deadly, systematic 
and widespread. 

Hollande also insisted that 
arms deliveries would not 
end up in the hands of fun¬ 
damentalists. 

“I got all the guarantees on 
equipment deliveries and 
on their good end destina¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Russia’s foreign minister, 
Sergey Lavrov, warned 
Wednesday that arming 
Syria's rebels would be a 
breach of international 
law. Moscow has been the 
main ally of Assad, shield¬ 
ing him from U.N. sanc¬ 
tions over the two-year 
conflict. □ 


Pentagon: 

Iranian plane pursued US spy drone 


ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN/WASHINGTON 

(AP) — An Iranian fighter 
jet approached a U.S. sur¬ 
veillance drone over the 
Gulf but broke off its pursuit 
after the pilot of a U.S. es¬ 
cort plane radioed a ver¬ 
bal warning, the Pentagon 
said Thursday. 

Pentagon press secretary 
George Little said the in¬ 
cident occurred Tuesday 
and that the unarmed 
MQ-1 Predator surveillance 
drone as well as two U.S. 
military escort planes re¬ 
mained over international 
waters at all times. 

Little said the drone was 


conducting a “routine 
classified” surveillance mis¬ 
sion. He said the Iranian F-4 
plane came as close as 16 
miles (25 kilometersjto the 
drone before it departed. 
Little initially said that a U.S. 
escort plane discharged 
a flare to warn the Iranian 
pilot, but he later retract¬ 
ed that statement, saying 
instead that the Iranian 
plane broke off its pursuit 
after receiving a U.S. “ver¬ 
bal warning.” 

Lt. Col. Wesley Miller, a 
Pentagon spokesman, 
said he could not explain 
where the Pentagon got 
the incorrect information 
about a flare. Miller also 


said he could not say how 
close the U.S. planes came 
to Iranian territorial waters. 
In November an Iranian 
fighter fired upon, but did 
not hit, an unarmed Preda¬ 
tor over the Gulf. In the af¬ 
termath of that incident, 
the U.S. told the Iranians 
that it would continue to 
conduct surveillance flights 
“consistent with long¬ 
standing practice and our 
commitment to the securi¬ 
ty of fhe region," Little said. 
“We also communicated 
that we reserve the right to 
protect our military assets 
as well as our forces and 
will continue to do so go¬ 
ing forward,” he added.Q 
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Workers protest to get EU leaders to end austerity 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Some 
10,000 workers from across 
the European Union pro¬ 


tested outside a summit of 
EU leaders Thursday, de¬ 
manding they end years 
of austerity and instead 
focus on curbing runaway 
unemployment with more 
spending. 

The protest in frost and 
snow just outside EU head¬ 
quarters vented frustra¬ 


tion over spending cuts 
and tax hikes imposed by 
the bloc’s governments to 
deal with the debt crisis. 
Trade unions and an in¬ 


creasing number of econ¬ 
omists say austerity has 
inflicted severe economic 
pain — the economy of 17 
EU countries that use the 
euro are stuck in recession 
and joblessness is at a re¬ 
cord high. 

“Deepening the recession 
by dogmatically imple¬ 


menting austerity policies 
makes no economic sense 
whatsoever,” said Euro¬ 
pean Parliament President 
Martin Schulz. 


EU leaders acknowledge 
swift action is needed 
to keep social foment in 
southern Europe from bub¬ 
bling over. 

“I would not exclude that 
we run the risk of seeing 
a social revolution,” said 
Luxembourg Prime Minister 
Jean-Claude Juncker. 


EU President Herman Van 
Rompuy sought to focus 
attention of the EU’s 27 na¬ 
tional leaders on spiraling 
youth employment, which 
in some nations like Spain 
and Greece, is creating 
a ‘lost generation’ in the 
workforce. 

“We cannot turn a blind 
eye to the social emer¬ 
gency in some of our coun¬ 
tries,” Van Rompuy said. 
Unemployment across the 
17 EU countries that use the 
euro rose to a record 11.9 
percent during January, 
from 10.8 in the previous 
year. Youth unemployment 
is also continuing to rise un¬ 
abated, peaking at 24.2 
percent. 

Yet the scope for action 
is limited. Most leaders re¬ 
main committed to reduc¬ 
ing public debt quickly, 
primarily through spending 
cuts and raising taxes. 

“We won’t overcome a 
debt crisis with more debt," 
Van Rompuy told the lead¬ 
ers in his opening address 
to the summit. 

The two-day EU spring sum¬ 
mit, which will stretch into 
Friday, traditionally cen¬ 
ters on the economy, and 


peaking unemployment 
has given it special urgen¬ 
cy. 

“No leader can be happy 
with the situation where 
26 million people are out 
of work in the European 
Union. That is why we are 
here," said Ireland's Prime 
Minister Enda Kenny. 
However, the leaders have 
not yet offered an alterna¬ 
tive to the fundamentals 
of the austerity policies — 
even though some appear 
ready to temper some of 
the measures. 

EU Monetary Affairs Com¬ 
missioner Olli Rehn insisted 
strict austerity works and 
pointed to Kenny's Ireland 
as an example of where 
“fiscal consolidation pays 
off.” 

Ireland on Wednesday suc¬ 
cessfully sold €5 billion ($6.5 
billion) in 10-year bonds 
— its first long-term debt 
sale since being bailed out 
in 2010. The country em¬ 
barked on a strict austerity 
program to meet the bail¬ 
out conditions of its interna¬ 
tional creditors, the Europe¬ 
an Commission, European 
Central Bank and Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund.Q 



Union members light a fire during a demonstration outside of an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, 
March 14, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 


Germany apprehends new 
suspect in Dutch art heist 


Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Ger¬ 
man prosecutors said 
Thursday they arrested a 
man after he allegedly 
tried to sell seven paint¬ 
ings taken in a Netherlands 
heist, including a Picasso 
and two Monets, back to 
their Dutch owner. 

The 46-year-old German is 
suspected of blackmail for 
allegedly offering to broker 
the return of the paintings 
to the Triton Foundation, a 
collection of avant-garde 
art. 

The seven paintings, which 
also included a Matisse 
and a Gauguin, were 
grabbed in the early hours 
of Oct. 16 in a lightning 
theft from the Kunsthal gal¬ 
lery in Rotterdam where 
they were on display. The 
paintings, worth tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars, have not 
been recovered. 
Cologne's head prosecu¬ 
tor Ulrich Bremer, told The 


Associated Press that the 
man was arrested on a 
warrant from his office on 
Wednesday near the city 
of Freiburg in southwestern 
Germany. He would not re¬ 
lease the man's name. 
Three Romanian men sus¬ 
pected of carrying out the 
heist were arrested Jan. 22 
in Bucharest and remain in 
custody there. A 19-year- 
old Romanian woman was 
arrested in Rotterdam on 
March 4 on suspicion of as¬ 
sisting the thieves. 

Police believe the works 
were brought shortly after 
the theft to a home in Rot¬ 
terdam where the young 
woman was staying and 
removed from their frames. 
Rotterdam prosecution 
spokeswoman Babeth 
Knol confirmed Thursday 
that Dutch prosecutors are 
working with German and 
Romanian police in the 
case, but could not com¬ 
ment further. □ 
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Strict curfew in Indian Kashmir after militant attack 


DAR YASIN 
Associated Press 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) — A 
strict curfew was imposed 
in most of Indian-controlled 
Kashmir on Thursday, with 
thousands of troops fan¬ 
ning out across the region a 
day after a militant attack 
left five paramilitary soldiers 
dead. The militant strike 
was the bloodiest in years in 
Srinagar, the region’s main 
city. The attack caused an 
uproar in India's Parliament 
on Thursday, as opposition 
lawmakers accused the 
government of not using 
intelligence reports to pro¬ 
tect the soldiers. Two mili¬ 
tants staged Wednesday’s 
attack, lobbying grenades 
and opening fire on a group 
of paramilitary soldiers, kill¬ 
ing five troops. Soldiers shot 
dead both militants. 

Later Wednesday, para¬ 
military soldiers fatally shot 
a civilian who they said 
was part of a group of pro¬ 


testers throwing stones at 
paramilitary vehicles. Local 
residents, however, said the 
man was not a protester. 


Another civilian was killed 
when he was hit by a para¬ 
military vehicle. The para¬ 
military group, the Central 


Reserve Police Force, said 
that death was an acci¬ 
dent and not related to the 
day’s violence. 


The civilian deaths spiraled 
into larger protests, lead¬ 
ing to the imposition of 
the curfew. Thousands of 
armed government troops 
patrolled the streets of the 
curfew-bound towns Thurs¬ 
day. 

No group has claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for Wednes¬ 
day’s attack. 

Home Minister Sushil Kumar 
Shinde said the militants 
appeared to have come 
from neighbor and archri¬ 
val Pakistan. The attackers 
were found to be carry¬ 
ing a diary that contained 
Pakistani phone numbers 
and a tube of skin ointment 
manufactured in the Paki¬ 
stani city of Karachi, he told 
Parliament. Pakistan de¬ 
nied the charges. 

Anti-India sentiment runs 
deep in the Himalayan 
region, which has been 
wracked by more than 
two decades of separatist 
violence. □ 



Indian policemen beat an activist of opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as he protests against 
Wednesday’s militant attack in Srinagar, in Jammu, India, Thursday, March 14, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Channi Anand) 


Last-minute snag stalls Israeli coalition deal 


JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu reached a deal 
Thursday to form a new co¬ 
alition government, but a 
last-minute snag over the 
title of his new partners kept 
the plan from being formal¬ 
ized for at least one more 
day. The new government 
is expected to try to curb 
years of preferenfial treat¬ 
ment for the country’s ultra- 
Orthodox minority and may 
push for renewed Mideasf 
peace efforts. But the late- 
hour disagreement reflects 
the tough challenges Ne¬ 
tanyahu could face keep¬ 
ing his new coalition intact. 
It would be the first in a de¬ 
cade to exclude ultra-Or- 
thodox Jewish parties. It in¬ 
cludes two new rising stars 


in Israeli politics who have 
vowed to end a controver¬ 
sial system of draff exemp¬ 
tions and generous welfare 
subsidies granted to tens of 
thousands of ultra-Ortho- 
dox seminary students. 

“The next term will be one 
of the most challenging in 
the history of the state,” Ne¬ 
tanyahu told his Likud-Yisra- 
el Beitenu parliamentary 
faction Thursday. “We are 
facing great security and 
diplomatic challenges.” 
After weeks of deadlock, 
Netanyahu wrapped up 
coalition negotiations over¬ 
night with Yesh Atid and 
the Jewish Home, a party 
aligned with West Bank 
settlers. Later Thursday, 
however, the two parties — 
Yesh Atid and Jewish Home 
— accused Netanyahu of 
reneging on a promise to 


appoint their leaders as 
deputy prime ministers and 
all sides were in talks to re¬ 
solve the dispute. Netan¬ 
yahu’s Likud Party had no 
comment on the allega¬ 
tion. The issue was not ex¬ 
pected to be a deal break¬ 
er and an agreement was 
still expected to be signed 
within a day so that the 
new government could be 
sworn in by Monday, just 
two days before Barack 
Obama is to arrive for his 
first visit as U.S. president. 
Significant progress on talks 
on the peace front could 
prove to be more difficult 
than other domestic issues, 
given bitter disagreements 
among coalition members 
as well as deep differences 
with the Palestinians. 
Nonetheless, Netanyahu’s 
senior partner, the centrist 


Yesh Atid party, is vowing 
to at least make an effort 
to restart negotiations. The 
peace process remained 
frozen throughout Netan¬ 
yahu’s previous four-year 
term, when his right-wing 
bloc partnered with other 
hard-line and ultra-Ortho- 
dox factions. 

“We have to begin talks 
with the Palestinians im¬ 
mediately. We need to sit 
at the negotiation table. 
We haven't sat there for 
four years," Yael German 
of Yesh Afid, who is ex¬ 
pected to serve as the new 
health minister, told Israel’s 
Army Radio. “Let’s sit and 
proceed toward a peace 
agreement. It is essential.” 
Although Netanyahu's bloc 
emerged as the biggest 
faction in the Jan. 22 elec¬ 
tion with 31 seats, he strug¬ 


gled to form a coalition 
with the necessary 61-seat 
majority in the 120-member 
parliament. His new coali¬ 
tion is expected to control 
68 seats. 

The negotiations stalled 
over several thorny issues, 
including the division of 
key Cabinet portfolios and 
plans to reform the draft. 
The ultra-Orthodox make 
up about 8 percent of Is¬ 
rael's 8 million citizens. 
Through the coalition gov¬ 
ernment system, they have 
traditionally wielded dis¬ 
proportionate influence 
by ensuring a parliamen¬ 
tary majority for a string of 
prime ministers. With the 
exception of a three-year 
period earlier this century, 
they have served in every 
government since the late 
1970s.Q 
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TOURIST GO FLEA MARKET 


L.G. SMITH BlVd. LOOK FOR THE ORANGE FLAGS 

* Jeremy KING SIZE SLAB OF RIBS AS LARGE AS YOUR PLATE JUST ASK 

* BBQ COMES WITH BEANS, CORN, RICE, SALAD, BREAD AND BBQ SAUCE 

* WE ALSO HAVE : MIXED RIBS AND CHICKEN SOFT & COOL DRINKS 

* PISCA TEMPERA 8 LOEMPIA - BOJO 

* 6 DIFFERENT DISHES AT JUST $ 8 

RESTAURANT CHEF COOK JAIR WELCOMES YOU AT THE TOURIST FLEA MARKET 


THE SHOPPING CENTER 
WITH THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN. 


China’s Xi caps rise to take bold leadership 


The Philippines 
set to open $1B 
Resort & Casino 

OLIVER TEVES 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 

The Philippines will become 
one of the biggest gam¬ 
bling centers in the world, 
vying with Macau, Singa¬ 
pore and Las Vegas for 
Asia's high rollers, officials 
of a $1 billion casino re¬ 
sort opening in Manila this 
weekend said Thursday. 
Studies project that the 
country's gambling reve¬ 
nue of $1.9 billion will rise to 
$6 billion, which is currently 
what Singapore's two casi¬ 
nos generate, in about five 
years, said Michael French, 
chief operating officer of 
the Solaire Resort and Ca¬ 
sino. 

Solaire will open on Satur¬ 
day as one the country’s 
biggest hotel-casino com¬ 
plexes in ceremonies to 
be attended by President 
Benigno Aquino III, who is 
targeting 10 million tourists 
by 2016. 

It has 500 hotel rooms, 
1,200 slot machines and 
295 gaming tables, includ¬ 
ing those in private rooms 
with a view of Manila Bay 
for high rollers. 

It has eight restaurants, a 
spa, a night club, and will 
have a 1,800-seat Broad- 
way-type theater, French 
said. 

It is the first of four such de¬ 
velopments in the $4 billion 
Entertainment City being 
built on a 100-hectare (247- 
acre) property reclaimed 
from Manila Bay. The flag¬ 
ship of Bloomberry Resorts 
Corp. is majority owned 
by one of the Philippines' 
wealthiest men, container 
ports operator Enrique Ra- 
zon. 

The Entertainment City 
development is potential 
employment and eco¬ 
nomic bonanza for the 
PhilippinesO 


GILLIAN WONG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Xi Jinping 
caps his rise to the helm 
of China at a time when 
calls are mounting for bold 
leadership to tackle fal¬ 
tering economic growth, 
unbridled corruption and 
a severely befouled envi¬ 
ronment that endanger his 
Communist Party’s legiti¬ 
macy. Xi was elevated to 
the presidency Thursday by 
the rubber-stamp national 


legislature, giving him the 
last of the three titles held 
by his predecessor, Hu Jin- 
tao. Xi already was China’s 
pre-eminent leader after 
being appointed head of 
the Communist Party and 
chairman of the military 
last November in a once- 
a-decade handover to a 
new group of leaders. 

The final steps in the tran¬ 
sition unfold over the next 
two days with the expect¬ 
ed anointing of Li Keqiang, 
the party’s No. 2, as premier 
on Friday. The central bank 
governor and finance and 
other ministers will be ap¬ 


pointed Saturday. 

Xi and his team now steer 
a rising global power be¬ 
set with many domestic 
challenges that will test 
their leadership. Chief 
among them are a sputter¬ 
ing economy that's overly 
dominated by powerful 
state industries and mount¬ 
ing public anger over 
widespread corruption, a 
burgeoning income gap 
and social inequality. 

An increasingly vocal Chi¬ 


nese public is expressing 
impatience with the gov¬ 
ernment’s unfulfilled prom¬ 
ises to curb abuses of pow¬ 
er by local officials, better 
police the food supply and 
clean up the country’s pol¬ 
luted rivers, air and soil. 
“What do ordinary people 
care about? Food safety, 
and smog if you are in a 
big city, and official cor¬ 
ruption,” said the promi¬ 
nent Chinese author and 
social commentator Mu- 
rong Xuecun, the pen 
name of author Hao Qun. 
“They just want to have a 
peaceful, stable and safe 


life. To have money and 
food, and live without wor¬ 
ry of being tortured, or hav¬ 
ing their homes forcefully 
demolished." 

“The entire country is 
watching for Xi’s next 
step,” the writer said. 

That sentiment was 
echoed by at least one 
National People’s Con¬ 
gress delegate as he filed 
out from the huge, red- 
carpeted cavern of Bei¬ 
jing's Great Hall of the Peo¬ 


ple after Thursday’s vote. 
Li Qinghe veered slightly 
from the ingratiating re¬ 
marks that have come to 
be expected of deputies, 
saying that while he “reso¬ 
lutely endorsed” Xi’s selec¬ 
tion as president, the posi¬ 
tion was vested with high 
expectations. “I hope that 
he will pay more attention 
to problems affecting the 
people’s lives,” said Li, a 
petrochemical plant work¬ 
er and delegate from the 
northeastern province of 
Heilongjiang. He cited as 
his concerns jobs for rural 
migrants, schools for their 


children and affordable 
medical care. 

Xi's accession marks only 
the second orderly trans¬ 
fer of power in more than 
six decades of Communist 
Party rule. He was the only 
candidate for president in 
Thursday’s ballot and won 
2,952-1, with three abstain¬ 
ing in the tightly choreo¬ 
graphed ritual the party 
calls an election. 

After the result was an¬ 
nounced, the 59-year-old 
Xi bowed to delegates 
and turned to his prede¬ 
cessor, Hu, seated on his 
right. The two shook hands 
and posed for photos. 

The son of a revolutionary 
veteran, Xi cuts an authori¬ 
tative figure with a confi¬ 
dence and congeniality 
that was lacking in his pre¬ 
decessor, the aloof and stiff 
Hu. He quickly moved to 
court the military after tak¬ 
ing over from Hu as head 
of the party’s Central Mili¬ 
tary Commission, making 
high-profile visits to naval, 
air force and infantry bases 
and meeting with nuclear 
missile commanders. 

Xi has also sought to court 
other constituencies. He 
made a trip to the south 
to show he’s interested in 
economic reforms, repeat¬ 
edly stated his staunch 
belief in party power to 
appeal to hard-liners, vis¬ 
ited the poor to burnish his 
common-man credentials 
and espoused the “Chi¬ 
nese Dream” to tap into 
middle class aspirations. 

But for Xi to consolidate his 
power within the party, he 
will come up against vari¬ 
ous interest groups, such as 
the sons and daughters of 
communist China’s found¬ 
ing fathers who want to 
keep benefiting from their 
connections, or those with 
links to banks and state 
industries who don’t want 
their privileged positions 
threatened. □ 



Former Chinese President Hu Jintao, left, and newly-named President Xi Jinping clap during the 
National People’s Congress held in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People, in China, Thursday, March 
14, 2013. China’s new leader capped his rise Thursday by adding the largely ceremonial title of 
president, though he will need cautious maneuvering to consolidate his power and build support 
from a public that is increasingly clamoring for change. (AP Photo/Alexander F. Yuan) 
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CARIBBEAN BRIEFS Maduro warns of plot to kill Capriles 


Fire damages Jamaica hotel; no injuries 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — A popular hotel in Jamaica's 
capital has been evacuated after a fire broke out Thurs¬ 
day. Firefighters say no injuries were reported. The fire ap¬ 
parently started in the kitchen of the Wyndham Hotel in 
New Kingston, the Jamaican capital’s financial district. 
It’s one of several hotels in the area that cater to business 
travelers and tourists. Tourism revenues have been Jamai¬ 
ca’s greatest source of income for decades. Guests were 
taken to the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel just down the street 
as firefighters battled the blaze. It was not immediately 
clear how many guests were staying at the hotel when 
the fire started. □ 

US warning of crime in Turks and Caicos 

PROVIDENCIALES, Turks and Caicos Islands (AP) — The 

U.S. government has issued a warning about the threat 
of armed robbery in the Turks and Caicos Islands, a Brit¬ 
ish territory where violent crime is rare. A statement from 
the U.S. Embassy in the Bahamas said it has received in¬ 
creased reports of armed robberies of U.S. citizens in Prov- 
idenciales, the most populated island in the chain. It said 
there were two incidents in the tourist area of Grace Bay 
and one in a private home and warned people to remain 
cautious. Gov. Ric Todd said there were a few serious inci¬ 
dents recently but the nation has one of the lowest levels 
of crime in fhe Caribbean. Q 

Puerto Rico sites now historic landmarks 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Two Puerto Rican sites 
have been named U.S. historic landmarks: the colonial 
district of Old San Juan and the home of a poet and liter¬ 
ary critic. Old San Juan is the oldest city of any U.S. state 
or jurisdiction. It is also the site of the oldest U.S. home, 
convent, governor’s mansion and Christian church. It 
features brightly colored buildings and blue cobblestone 
streets. The other landmark is the San Juan home of Con¬ 
cha Melendez Ramirez, a prominent literary figure from 
the 20th century. Commissioner Pedro Pierluisi said this 
week that officials will seek to have Old San Juan listed as 
a UNESCO World Heritage City. □ 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Venezuela’s act¬ 
ing president says secu¬ 
rity forces have detect¬ 
ed a plot to assassinate 
the country’s opposition 
leader. 

Nicolas Maduro says 
the government has of¬ 
fered to provide security 
for Henrique Capriles as 
Venezuela prepares for 
an upcoming presidential 
election. 

Maduro says intelligence 
agency director Miguel 
Rodriguez Torres has met 
with representatives of 
Capriles to discuss the is¬ 
sue. 

A member of the opposi¬ 
tion leader’s campaign 
camp told The Associated 
Press that government of¬ 
ficials and Capriles repre¬ 
sentatives met to discuss 
coordinating security, but 
authorities did not talk to 
them about the plot men¬ 
tioned by Maduro. 

The person spoke on the 
condition of anonym¬ 
ity because he was not 
Opposition leader Henrique Capriles pauses during a press authorized to discuss the 
conference in Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Photo/Rodrigo) issue.Q 



Holy rivals? Brazil ponders 
Argentine pope 


Bahamian fraud suspect back in Canada 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — A Bahamas resident wanted 
on criminal charges in Canada has returned there to 
face investigators. Canada's anti-corruption police said 
this week that Jeremy Morris voluntarily flew from the Ba¬ 
hamas to Montreal to face allegations of fraud in the con¬ 
struction of a hospital in Quebec. Police spokeswoman 
Anne-Frederick Laurence says Morris was arrested upon 
arrival at Montreal’s international airport. She says he had 
an initial court hearing this week. Morris is the administra¬ 
tor of a Bahamas-based investment company linked to 
the alleged fraud. Arthur Porter is another Bahamas resi¬ 
dent who is wanted in the Canadian fraud case. □ 

French journalist killed in Haiti accident 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — A French journalist who 
helped train fellow reporters in Haiti after the devastat¬ 
ing 2010 earthquake was killed in a road accident in 
the countryside, his employer said this week. The media 
organization Internews Europe said in a statement that 
Philippe Allouard died along with an IT engineer of a radio 
program who was only named as Leonidas. The accident 
happened between the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince 
and the western coastal city of Leogane. No other de¬ 
tails about the accident were provided. A spokesman tor 
Haiti’s national police department said he was unaware 
of the incident. □ 


JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press 
TOLEDO, Brazil (AP) — Bitter 
rivals in soccer. The butt of 
one another's biting jokes. 
The samba versus the tan¬ 
go. 

Brazil and its neighbor Ar¬ 
gentina are bitter rivals in 
just about everything. 

But now, in the realm of 
religion at least, Argentina 
has supremely passed the 
giant next door. 

The Wednesday election 
of Pope Francis, formerly 
known as Cardinal Jorge 
Bergoglio of Argentina, put 
the country a step ahead 
of Brazil when it comes to 
holy matters. 

The dagger in Brazil’s 
heart? The fact that for a 
week leading up to the 
conclave at the Vatican 
where the globe’s cardi¬ 
nals gathered to choose 
the pontiff, Brazilian Cardi¬ 
nal Odilo Scherer was tout¬ 


ed as a front-runner. 
Despite that, most Brazil¬ 
ians said that it was great 
the new pope was Latin 
American, even if — gulp! 
—he's coming from its big¬ 
gest regional rival. 

“We can’t question such a 
decision, even if we have 
a strong rivalry between 
Brazil and Argentina,” said 
Suelen Roos, a waitress at 
the Quincas cafe in To¬ 
ledo, where Scherer was 
raised. “This isn’t soccer, 
after all. We can’t think like 
soccer hooligans, we must 
think like good Christians.” 
More Catholics live in Bra¬ 
zil than any other nation. 
The 124 million Catholics in 
Brazil is a figure three times 
larger than Argentina’s en¬ 
tire population. 

Scherer’s brother Bruno, 
moments after the new 
pope was revealed to not 
be his brother, sat quietly 
by himself in a plaza be¬ 


hind the main church in 
the Scherer family's small 
hometown of Toledo in 
southern Brazil, just 95 kilo¬ 
meters (60 miles) from the 
Argentine border. 

“I’m really just happy tor 
the church that it’s not an¬ 
other European,” he said. 
“The fact that he's a Latin 
American is already a big 
step in the right direction.” 
In Sao Paulo, where Odilo 
Scherer serves as arch¬ 
bishop, his right-hand cler¬ 
gyman Edmar Peron, the 
auxiliary bishop, said the 
choice for the new pope 
was a surprise. 

“I had never heard of him. 
I was not frustrated that 
Dom Odilo was not elected 
and I felt a certain tranquil¬ 
ity when I learned that the 
new pope is an Argentine,” 
he said. “Of course, Brazil¬ 
ian Catholics dreamed of 
having a pope who was 
born here. "□ 




















Celebrating 325 years of dedicated service at the Radisson! 


PALMBEACH - The Radis¬ 
son Aruba Resort Casino 
& Spa hosted an elegant 
evening just recently in 
celebration of the resort’s 
thirteen colleagues, who 
have each concluded 25 
years of uninterrupted ser¬ 
vice. 

The evening's program 
included an Anniversa¬ 
ry Celebration, and an 
award-presentation to the 
Colleague, Supervisor and 
Manager of the Year, in 
appreciation of 2012 top 
performers. 

Attended by the resort’s 
managers and depart- 
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ment heads who mingled 
and welcomed their peers, 
the evening was a much- 
enjoyed success, as col¬ 
leagues celebrating silver 
anniversaries received rec¬ 
ognition for their long-term 
career choices, with grati¬ 
tude and joy. 

The evening served to ac¬ 
knowledge the hard-work¬ 
ing anniversary celebrants, 
and their unchanging spirit 
of hospitality which prevails 
at the resort, as the soul of 
the Grande Dame of Palm 
Beach remains evergreen, 
offering genuine Aruban 
warmth so treasured by re¬ 
sort guests. 

The celebrating colleagues 


included: Lutgarna Croes 
Winklaar, Andrew St Aubyn, 
Robert Figaroa, Rainier 
Ponson, Jan Carlos Thiel, 
Albertico Leung, Marelva 
Jacobina, Jacqueline 
Leyba, Aura Reed, Johnny 
Faro, Esperanza Castillo, 
Estela Correa and Harold 
Maduro, pictured here 
showered with gifts and to¬ 
kens of appreciation^ 
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Bugaloe Velkommen Norwegian 
Loyal Guests Kelt and Kjersti Maat! 


PALM BEACH - Bugaloe Vel¬ 
kommen guest of the week 
Kelt and Kjersti Maat from 
Norway! They have disco¬ 
vered Aruba 10 years ago, 
and have been coming eve¬ 
ry year! They love Aruba be¬ 
cause of the lovely, friendly 
people and the warm wel¬ 
come they always receive. 


Mostly they love everything 
about Bugaloe, especially 
the staff. Kjersti even had her 
own signature pizza made 
with taco beef and cheese, 
named ‘Princess Pizza'. 
Their favorite drinks are Hei- 
neken and Brown Lady. 
The funniest memory about 
Bugaloe is when having an 


unusually big bill, the bar¬ 
tender made them sign with 
a pen with lots of feathers, 
saying: ‘This pen is only for 
the big bills!'. The Bugaloe 
crew would like to thank Kelt 
and Kjersti for being loyal 
Bugaloe guests for so long, 
and hope to see them more 
often O 
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Best LobsterHouseianalinterriaiionai 


The Blue 

Lobster 

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 586-3843 


Leo and Annette Giroux 
honored at Divi Village!! 



DRUIF BEACH - The Giroux’s 
have been coming to Aru¬ 
ba for over 10 years. They 
say they love Aruba for 
many reasons, but mainly 
because of the safety and 
beaches. 

Recently Jonathan Boek- 
houdt with Aruba Tourism 


Authority conducted an 
honoring ceremony pre¬ 
senting Leo and Annette 
Giroux with the “Distin¬ 
guished Visitor" certificate. 
The ceremony was held at 
the Divi Village in the pres¬ 
ence of Gloria Defoe from 
the Divi Village.□ 
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AAR: The Association of Aruba Realtors is a Reality 



PALM BEACH -The first 
members’ meeting of the 
Association of Aruban Re¬ 
altors (AAR) took place re¬ 
cently. 

After its formal establish¬ 
ment in May 2012, many 
preparations were made 
by the initiators in order to 
lay the foundation for a 
professional realtors' asso¬ 
ciation in accordance with 
the Dutch model. 

After the AAR had been 
established, all active re¬ 
altors in Aruba were ap¬ 
proached to become 
members of the associa¬ 
tion. We can proudly an¬ 
nounce that the following 
14 real estate offices have 
currently registered as 
members of the AAR: Cen¬ 
tury 21 Best & Solid Real Es¬ 
tate, Aruba Living Today, 
Solito ERA, Alto Vista Real 
Estate, Prima Casa Real 
Estate, Coldwell Banker, 
Sotheby’s, MPG Real Es¬ 
tate, Aruba Happy Rentals, 
Aruba Palm Realtors, Top 


Homes, Limbo Aruba, and 
Remax. 

Most real estate offices at¬ 
tended the first members’ 
meeting. After the formal 
part, notarial office R.E. 
Yarzagaray, represented 
by its employee Ms. Pe¬ 
tra Seyfarth and civil law 
notary Ralph Yarzagaray, 
gave the members pres¬ 
ent a seminar on Compli¬ 
ance and the Law: Nation¬ 
al Ordinance prevention 
and suppression of Money 
Laundering and Financing 
of Terrorism (LWTF) and the 
consequences hereof for 
the realtors and the no¬ 
tarial profession in Aruba. 
Subsequently, it was Power 
Systems' turn, on behalf of 
which company Mr. Mar¬ 
cel van Schie and Mr. Joost 
Horward gave a presenta¬ 
tion for a listing website for 
the AAR to be newly intro¬ 
duced. 

The purpose of the AAR 
is to improve the mutual 
collaboration between 


the real estate offices in 
Aruba. It also pursues rais¬ 
ing the standard of the lo¬ 
cal real estate business in 
general to a higher level. 
Ultimately with the result to 


be able to provide buyers 
and sellers of real estate in 
Aruba better service and in 
addition the AAR can act 
as discussion partner on 
behalf of the local real es¬ 


tate business towards the 
Central Bank, local com¬ 
mercial banks, the Collec¬ 
tor of Taxes, the Office for 
the Disclosure of Unusual 
Transactions, etc. □ 
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at Alhambra Casino 
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• Baskin-Robbins 

• Dunkin Donuts 
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Asian Flavors 

Juan Valdez Cafe 
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Little Caesars 


Cigar & Wine Bar 


Aruba Aloe® • Intermezzo 
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Where Aruba goes fo play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Vote for Clown Doctors Aruba in the Kroon Appel election! 
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PALM BEACH - The Clown Doctors of Aruba 
need your help: the foundation, which puts 
smiles on the faces of children in the hospital, 
on those of challenged kids and on the wrin¬ 
kled faces of the elderly on the island, hopes 
to win the election called Kroon Appels. Not 
only will the winning foundation be invited to 
be present at the awards presentation of the 
apples by the new king and queen of Holland, 
but there is also a good-sized financial contri¬ 
bution attached. And that is why the Clown 
Doctors hope to win: with the money it would 
like to establish a clowns' home, from where 
direct tv presentations can liven up the lives 
of chronically sick children and home-bound 
others. The clowns have plenty ideas how to 
go about it, the only thing lacking is money. 
So please take the time to surf to www. 
kroonappels.nl, select Aruba and the Clown 
Doctors foundation, like what they’re do¬ 
ing and keep your fingers crossed. With your 
support the Clown Doctors may be able to 
make many more children, adults and el¬ 
derly people smile. Your votes may make the 
difference this Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Thank you! Q 




SV Real Koyari soccer club 
baptizes new uniforms 


^am^mptations 




ORANJESTAD - SV Real 
Koyari a local soccer club 
of the second division bap¬ 
tized its new uniforms at the 
Local Store this weekend. 
The attractive grey shirts 
carry the logo of the Local 
Store in the front and the 
logo of Island Temptations 
Magazine on the back. 


The Real Koyari team is 
made up of enthusiastic 
amateur ballplayers, ages 
18 to 33, coached by Os¬ 
car “Oka” Wolff, with Fran¬ 
cis Semerel and Captain 
Darwin Tromp. 

The team usually plays at 
the Bubali soccer field, cel¬ 
ebrating its 13th anniversa¬ 
ry, having been established 
in the year 2000. 

Pictured here the team 
members sporting new uni¬ 
form shirts, they are joined 


by Curt Harms, at the Local 
Store, a popular bar at the 
heart of town across Royal 
Plaza. Island Temptations 
is an internationally rec¬ 
ognized, award-winning 
publication. The magazine 
received the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization’s 
prestigious Travel Writers 
Award three years in a row, 
and is avidly read by tour¬ 
ists, repeat visitors, and lo¬ 
cals. The new Real Koyari 
uniform project was coor¬ 
dinated by JordickO 

































NY AG: NFL must act on sexual orientation concern 

In this Oct. 2, 2012 file photo. New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman speaks during a news conference at 
the Justice Department in Washington. Schneiderman is urging the NFL to look into whether recruits were improperly 
asked about their sexual orientation which he says would be illegal in New York. Schneiderman is releasing a letter 
to NFL Commissioner Goodell reminding him that discrimination based on sexual orientation is illegal in New York 
and in at least 23 other states where the NFL’s 32 teams are based. 
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Sergio Garcia, of Spain, chips 
from the seventh fairway dur¬ 
ing the first round of the Tam¬ 
pa BayChampionship golf 
tournament Thursday, March 
14, 2013, in Palm Harbor, Fla. 
Associated Press 

Shawn Stefani 
flawless to 
take lead at 
Tampa Bay 

DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

PALM HARBOR, Florida (APj 

— For a PGA Tour rookie, 
Shawn Stefani certainly 
looks comfortable on a big 
stage. 

In breezy conditions on a 
tough golf course, Stefani 
never came close to mak¬ 
ing a bogey until his final 
hole Thursday in the Tam¬ 
pa Bay Championship. He 
rolled in a par putt from just 
inside 5 feet to complete 
a 6-under 65 and take a 
two-shot lead over Brian 
Harman. 

One rookie already has 
won this year. Four others 
have played in the final 
group. 


Continued on page 18 
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FI’s Ecclestone envious 
of Danica Patrick success 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Formula One chief 
Bernie Ecclestone says he 
would like to lure Danica 
Patrick to the sport but ac¬ 
knowledges she would be 
unlikely to make the move. 
As the pre-eminent female 
driver in motorsports, firstly 
in Indy Car and now in 
NASCAR, Patrick attracts a 
lot of new fans and spon¬ 
sors. 

Ecclestone told the FI 
website on Wednesday 
that “she will hardly want 
to give up the exposure 
she has in the U.S. to come 
here and maybe not make 
it.” 

“All the things that people 
worry about — whether 
a woman can cope with 
the G-forces and all that 
— she has proven that she 
can.’O 



Danica Patrick is introduced to the crowd before the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series auto race, Sunday, March 3, 2013, in Avon¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 



Shawn Stefani tees off on the 15th hole during the first round of 
the Tampa Bay Championship golf tournament on Thursday, 
March 14, 2013, in Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Stefani 

Continued from page 17 


It was Stefani’s turn at Inn- 
isbrook, where he played 
bogey-free on a Copper¬ 
head course that aver¬ 
aged more than two shots 
over par. 

Harris English made double 
bogey on the last hole and 
still had a 68. Only 25 play¬ 
ers in the 156-man field 
broke par. 

Defending champion Luke 
Donald shot 70. 

“It felt more like a major 
championship today,” 
Steele said. “Usually the 
head at the U.S. Open is 
a few under after the first 
round at least, even if the 
winning score ends up be¬ 
ing over par. To see it only 
be 3 under at this point is 
really a testament to how 
good the golf course is and 
how difficult the conditions 
are. Put that combo to¬ 
gether and it’s not a course 
that you fake it around. It’s 
not a course you can get 
away with bad shots.” 


Donald, despite missing 
three birdie putts inside 12 
feet, was at 4 under when 
he made bogey on the 
sixth hole because of a 
tee shot, was stuck near 
the back lip of a bunker on 
the par-3 eighth and then 
caught a flier out of the 
rough on the ninth hole and 
sent the ball over the green 
and into a bad section of 
a bunker that didn’t have 
much sand. 


“At one point I felt I should 
have been 5 or 6 under,” 
Donald said. “To walk off 
with a 70 and play like that 
is hard to take. It was shame 
to cough up a couple of 
shots. Fifteen of those holes, 
I played really solid golf.” 
Some of the early start¬ 
ers arrived in darkness, the 
temperatures cool and the 
wind already blowing. 

This hasn’t been the best 
weather on the PGA Tour 



Puerto Rico rallies 
past Italy 4-3 in 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — Alex Rios 
scored the go-ahead run 
without a play as Puerto 
Rico rallied to oust Italy 
from the World Baseball 
Classic with a 4-3 victory 
Wednesday night. 

The Puerto Ricans went hit¬ 
less in their first 12 at-bats 
with runners in scoring po¬ 
sition but still overcame a 
3-0 deficit to score once 
in the sixth inning and 
three times in the eighth. 
Rios crossed the plate 
standing up for the fi¬ 
nal run on a grounder 
to shortstop, which Jack 
Santora backhanded be¬ 
fore throwing wide to first. 
That was one of four mis- 
plays by Italian shortstops, 
including three in the sixth 
by Anthony Granato, who 
allowed an unearned run 
to score and was then 
replaced by Santora. 
The Italians blew a 4-0 
lead in a loss Tuesday to 
the Dominican Republic. 
The Puerto Ricans ad- 


this year. Already there 
was such high wind at Ka- 
palua that the tournament 
didn't start until the fourth 
day. Fog wiped out an en¬ 
tire day in San Diego. Snow 
put the Match Play Cham¬ 
pionship one day behind. 
And temperatures were in 
the 40s early Sunday when 
the tour first arrived in Flor¬ 
ida. 

“I had a short rain vest 
that really wasn’t warm 
enough,” Ridings said. “But 
I got it done on the first 
couple of holes, and after 
about six holes I was OK.” 
Temperatures were warm¬ 
er in the afternoon for 
late starters such as Adam 
Scott, Geoff Ogilvy and 
Matt Kuchar. 

Steele thought he might 
be in trouble early on his 
third hole, the par-4 12th, 
with has a large pond in 
the middle of the hole. 
He worried about having 
too much club, eased off 
it and hit a hook that he 
figured was going into the 
water. □ 



Puerto Rico's Alex Rios (51) is 
mobbed by teammates after 
scoring the go ahead run on 
a base hit by Andy Gonzalez 
during the eighth inning of 
a second-round elimination 
game of the World Baseball 
Classic against Italy in Miami, 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013. 
Associated Press 

vance to Friday’s game 
against the winner of 
Thursday night’s game be¬ 
tween the United States 
and Dominican Republic. 
R.A. Dickey will start for 
the U.S. team, and Min¬ 
nesota Twins right-hander 
Samuel Deduno starts 
for the Dominicans. 
Hiram Burgos (1-0) pitched 
3 2-3 scoreless innings for 
Puerto Rico. Fernando 
Cabrera struck out Alex 
Liddi with a runner at 
first for his second save. 
Italy's Anthony Rizzo 
broke a scoreless tie with 
a three-run double in 
the fifth, and Puerto Rico 
trailed 3-1 going into the 
bottom of the eighth. 
Carlos Beltran led off 
with a walk, took third 
on a single by Yadier 
Molina and scored on 
Mike Aviles’ groundout. 
Rios singled off Brian Swee¬ 
ney (0-1) to put runners 
at the corners, and he 
took second when Luis 
Figueroa hit a sacrifice 
fly to make it 3-all. Rios 
came home on an infield 
single by Andy Gonzalez. 
With the retractable roof 
open at Marlins Park and 
the temperature in the 60s, 
fans in the crowd of 25,787 
blew horns and whistles 
and banged drums to cre¬ 
ate a festive cacophony. 
Puerto Rico's Giancarlo 
Alvarado took a shut¬ 
out into the fifth.Q 
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Kovalchuk goal caps Devils’ 3-goal 1st period 



New Jersey Devils’ Ilya Kovalchuk (17), of Russia, celebrates 
his short-handed goal as Philadelphia Flyers’ Simon Gagne 
skates away during the first period of an NHL hockey game on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013, in Newark, N.J. 

Associated Press. 


The Associated Press 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 

— Ilya Kovalchuk capped 
New Jersey’s three-goal 
first period with his NHL- 
leading fourth short-hand¬ 
ed goal, helping the Dev¬ 
ils beat the mistake-prone 
Philadelphia Flyers 5-2 on 
Wednesday night. 

Patrik Elias and Adam Hen- 
rique, who scored twice, 
also tallied in the opening 
period as the Devils beat 
the Flyers for the third time 
in three games this season. 
Andrei Loktionov had the 
prettiest goal for New Jer¬ 


sey, with a toe-drag move 
that left Flyers goalie Ilya 
Bryzgalov at his mercy. 
Johan Hedberg had 23 
saves for New Jersey, 
which has won two straight 
and three of four after a 
six-game losing streak. 
Jakub Voracek and Scott 
Hartnell scored for the Fly¬ 
ers, who have lost four of 
five. 

FLAMES 5, RED WINGS 2 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 

Lee Stempniak scored the 
winning goal in the third 
period and added an as¬ 
sist in Calgary’s victory over 


Detroit. 

Stempniak broke a 2-2 
tie 5:37 into the third on a 
beautiful set up from Cur¬ 
tis Glencross, who missed 
the previous two games 
because of a wrist injury. 
Glencross wheeled deep 
into the Detroit zone and 
zipped a pass to the un¬ 
covered Stempniak in the 
slot for his seventh goal of 
the season. 

Glencross added his ninth 
at 9:12, capitalizing on 
Valterri Filppula’s turnover 
along the side boards. 
Blake Comeau followed 
with a goal 48 seconds lat¬ 
er to make it 5-2. 

Alex Tanguay and Jay Bou- 
wmeester also scored for 


Calgary (10-11-4), which 
won its fifth in a row at 
home. 

Niklas Kronwall and Filppula 
had goals for Detroit (12- 
10-5). 

CANADIENS 4, SENATORS 3, 
SO 

MONTREAL (AP) — Alex 
Galchenyuk and Lars Eller 
scored shootout goals as 
Montreal won its fourth 
straight by beating Otta¬ 
wa. 

Eller also scored in the first 
period and Brendan Galla¬ 
gher and P.K. Subban add¬ 
ed power-play goals in the 
second for Montreal (18-5- 
4), which played loosely in 
its first home game after a 
five-game trip. Carey Price 


made 29 saves. 

Mika Zibanejad and Daniel 
Alfredsson had power-play 
goals for Ottawa (13-8-6), 
and Patrick Wiercioch also 
scored for the Senators, 
who are 1-2-4 in their last 
seven. 

Ottawa goalie Robin Leh- 
ner was sharp in the third 
period when Montreal had 
three power plays and 
stretched its shots advan¬ 
tage to 45-32. 

Wiercioch, a rookie defen¬ 
seman, scored his third goal 
in five games to tie it 3-3. 
Wiercioch had no goals in 
his first 26 NHL games. 

Both teams earned two 
wins in the four-game sea¬ 
son series. □ 
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NBA Capsules 

Lebron James helps Heat to 20th consecutive win 



Miami Heat’s LeBron James goes up for a dunk in the first half of an NBA basketball game against 
the Philadelphia 76er$, Wednesday, March 13, 2013, in Philadelphia. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — LeB- 
ron James scored 27 points 
as the Miami Heat rallied 
to beat the Philadelphia 
76ers 98-94 on Wednesday 
night and become the 
fourth team to win at least 
20 consecutive games in a 
season. 

Dwyane Wade added 21 
as the Heat needed big 
baskets over the final 2 
minutes to top the Sixers for 
the milestone win. 

Only three teams have 
won at least 20 consecu¬ 
tive games in the same 
season: the 1971-72 Los An¬ 
geles Lakers (33), the 2007- 
OS Houston Rockets (22) 
and the 1970-71 Milwau¬ 
kee Bucks (20). The Wash¬ 
ington Capitols also won 
20 straight, spanning the 
end of the 1947-48 season 
and the start of the 1948-49 
campaign. 

Thaddeus Young had 24 
points and 15 rebounds for 
the Sixers. 

GRIZZLIES 96, CLIPPERS 85 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Marc 
Gasol scored 21 points, 
Tayshaun Prince added 18 
and surging Memphis got 
its 14th victory in 15 games. 
Mike Conley had 17 points 
and 11 assists, and Zach 
Randolph scored 13 points 
as the Grizzlies hung on in 


the fourth quarter of back- 
to-back games for their 
sixth straight victory. Mem¬ 
phis followed up last night's 
road win in Portland with a 
tenacious effort against 
the Clippers, who have lost 
three of five. 

Memphis (44-19) is per¬ 
centage points ahead of 
Los Angeles (45-21) for third 
place in the Western Con¬ 
ference, although the Clip¬ 
pers are the Pacific Division 


leaders. 

Chris Paul had 24 points 
and nine assists, and Blake 
Griffin added 22 points for 
the Clippers, who won the 
clubs' first two meetings 
this season. 

NUGGETS 117, KNICKS 94 
DENVER (AP) — Carmelo 
Anthony’s return to the 
Pepsi Center was a flop as 
Wilson Chandler scored 24 
points and Denver blew 


out ailing New York. 

The Nuggets led by as 
many as 34 points on the 
way to winning their 10th 
straight game and 14th 
straight at home. 

This one was such a laugh¬ 
er that their starters didn’t 
play the fourth quarter. 
Neither did Anthony, 
who left a couple of min¬ 
utes into the second half 
when his balky right knee, 
which he acknowledged 


Tuesday isn’t getting bet¬ 
ter, acted up. He scored 
just nine points on 3-of-12 
shooting. 

Iman Shumpert led New 
York with 20 points. 

CELTICS 112, RAPTORS 88 
BOSTON (AP) — Kevin Gar¬ 
nett scored 12 points, pass¬ 
ing Jerry West for 15th on 
the NBA’s career scoring 
list, and Paul Pierce joined 
him among the top 20 scor¬ 
ers in league history with 15 
points to lead Boston. 
Garnett needed four 
points to pass West (25,192 
points) and Pierce entered 
the game nine points shy 
of equaling Charles Barkley 
(23,757) for 20th. 

Garnett hit a bank shot 
with 10:03 left in the second 
quarter and received a 
standing ovation when his 
milestone was announced 
during a stoppage a few 
minutes later. Boston fans 
returned to their feet again 
in the third to recognize 
Pierce. 

Jeff Green scored 20 to 
lead the Celtics, who end¬ 
ed a two-game slide and 
won their 10th straight at 
home. 

Rudy Gay had 19 points 
and DeMar DeRozan add¬ 
ed 17 points for the Rap¬ 
tors, who have lost seven 
of nine.Q 


Bryant out indefinitely 
with severe ankle sprain 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant lays on the floor after 
being injured in the final seconds of an NBA basketball game 
against the Atlanta Hawks on Wednesday, March 13, 2013, in 
Atlanta. The Hawks defeated the Lakers 96-92. Associated Press 


PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers star Kobe Bryant 
severely sprained his left 
ankle Wednesday night af¬ 
ter missing a game-leveling 


shot in the closing seconds 
of a loss to the Atlanta 
Hawks. 

Lakers spokesman John 
Black said Bryant is out in¬ 
definitely, just as a team 
that underachieved much 


of the season is playing its 
best basketball. The 96-92 
loss ended a four-game 
winning streak and was just 
Los Angeles’ third loss in 
the last 12 games. 

The injury occurred with the 
Lakers trailing by two, after 
Bryant put up a baseline 
jumper that slid off the rim 
with 3 seconds remaining. 
As he came down, his left 
foot landed on defender 
Dahntay Jones’ right foot, 
twisting awkwardly as Bry¬ 
ant crumpled to the court. 
No foul was called. 

Bryant remained down for 
a few seconds then hob¬ 
bled to the bench accom¬ 
panied by the trainer. The 
34-year-old Bryant seemed 
perturbed that he couldn’t 


stay in the game, but he 
had to sit since the Lakers 
were out of timeouts. 

Kyle Korver hit two free 
throws to clinch Atlanta’s 
win. Bryant could miss sig¬ 
nificant time. He said it’s 
the worst sprain he’s had 
in his 16-year career, and 
blamed Jones for sliding 
underneath him after he 
went up for the shot. 

“First and foremost, the offi¬ 
cials really need to protect 
shooters,” Bryant said. “You 
just can’t go into shooters. 
That's a dangerous play." 
He didn't say how long he 
might be out. 

"I’ll just do what I have to 
do,” Bryant said. 

Then, he delivered a 
warning to Jones and the 


Hawks. 

“I can’t get my mind past 
the fact that I have to wait 
a year to get revenge," 
Bryant said, knowing the 
teams don't meet again 
in the regular season. “It’s 
just a very, very danger¬ 
ous play.” Bryant has car¬ 
ried the Lakers in their turn¬ 
around and ranks among 
the NBA scoring leaders 
at 27.5 points per game. 
Despite scoring 31 points 
against the Hawks, it was 
largely an off night. He 
made just 11 of 33 shots 
and missed the biggest 
one of all with a chance to 
force overtime. 

“He can’t be Superman 
every day,” coach Mike 
D’Antoni said. □ 


























SPORTS !?? 1 


FRIDAY 15 MARCH 2013 


NY AG: NFL must act on sexual 
orientation concern 


MICHAEL GORMLEY 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, New York (AP) 

— New York state's top le¬ 
gal official urged the NFL 
on Tuesday to investigate 
whether potential play¬ 
ers were improperly asked 
about their sexual orienta¬ 
tion during the league’s 
annual skills exhibition for 
incoming college players, 
which he said would be il¬ 
legal in New York. 

Attorney General Eric Sch- 
neiderman asked National 
Football League Commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell to 
schedule a meeting on the 
matter. 

“We ask that the league 
immediately issue a state¬ 
ment that any form of dis¬ 
crimination or harassment 
on the basis of sexual ori¬ 
entation by league teams 
or players against poten¬ 
tial recruits or players con¬ 
stitutes a violation of state, 
local and, in some cases, 
contractor law and will not 
be tolerated,” Schneider- 
man said in a letter dated 
Thursday and released to 
news organizations. 

There has never been an 
openly gay player in any 
of North America’s major 

Roundup/317 
Keane scores to 

CARSON, California (AP) 

— Robbie Keane scored 
late to help Los Angeles 
Galaxy qualify for the 
CONCACAF Champions 
League semifinals for the 
first time with a 4-1 win over 
Herediano on Wednesday. 
Santos Laguna capitalized 
on an early own goal by 
the Houston Dynamo in a 
3-0 victory 

at Mexico City to reach the 
semifinals for the second 
straight year. 

At Carson, Omar Gonzalez 
headed in from a corner 
in the 18th minute and 
Jose Villarreal held off two 
defenders before curling in 
a shot from 22 yards to give 
the Galaxy a 2-0 lead in the 
69th. 

Keane made it 3-0 in the 


pro sports leagues, though 
a few athletes have come 
out after retirement. 

The question of NFL players 
being openly gay became 
a hot topic before this 
year’s annual Super Bowl 
championship, when a 
San Francisco 49ers player 
made remarks about gays 
that were called offensive, 
for which he later apolo¬ 
gized. 

NFL spokesman Greg Ai¬ 
ello said the league was 
already looking into the is¬ 
sue and would discuss it at 
its meeting next week in 
Phoenix. 

“Like all employers, our 
teams are expected to 
follow applicable federal, 
state and local employ¬ 
ment laws," the NFL said 
in a Feb. 27 statement. “It 
is league policy to neither 
consider nor inquire about 
sexual orientation in the 
hiring process. In addition, 
there are specific protec¬ 
tions in our collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement with 
the players that prohibit 
discrimination against any 
player, including on the 
basis of sexual orientation.” 
It concluded: “Any team 
or employee that inquires 


83rd and Jack McBean 
scored in stoppage time as 
the Galaxy secured a 4-1 
aggregate victory over the 
Costa Rican club. 

“I think once we had that 
second goal, we killed 
them off. ... I don’t think 
(Herediano) were brilliant, 
to be honest,” said Keane, 
the Galaxy captain. “And 
they didn't look like they 
were going to score. It 
was quite a comfortable 
performance.” 

Elias Aguilar scored in the 
85th minute, Herediano’s 
only goal in the home- 
and-away series after a 0-0 
draw last week at Heredia, 
Costa Rica. 

“We have potential to 
be good," Herediano 
technical director Marvin 


about impermissible sub¬ 
jects or makes an employ¬ 
ment decision based on 
such factors is subject to 
league discipline.” 

Last month, Colorado tight 
end Nick Kasa told ESPN 
Radio in Denver that dur¬ 
ing interviews with team 
officials at the combine in 
Indianapolis: “(Teams) ask 
you, like, ‘Do you have a 
girlfriend?’ ‘Are you mar¬ 
ried?’ ‘Do you like girls?”’ 
He did not identify who 
asked him. 

Since then, Michigan's De- 
nard Robinson and Michi¬ 
gan State’s Le’Veon Bell 
each have indicated in 
radio interviews that they 
were asked similar ques¬ 
tions. 

Schneiderman reminded 
Goodell that discrimination 
based on sexual orienta¬ 
tion is illegal in New York 
and in at least 23 other 
states where the NFL's 32 
teams are based. 

In February, DeMaurice 
Smith, the head of the NFL 
players association, said in 
a statement that, “I know 
that the NFL agrees that 
these types of questions vi¬ 
olate the law, our CBA and 
player rights."□ 


Solano said. “But we're not 
up to the tactical quality 
of the L.A. Galaxy for a 
tournament of this size.” 

Los Angeles will play 
Mexico’s Monterrey, 

the two-time defending 
champion, in early April. 
The Seattle Sounders face 
Mexico's Santos Laguna in 
the other semifinal. 

Santos lost the first match 
1-0 at Houston but got in 
front early at home after 
Tally Hall’s own goal in the 
23rd minute and a goal 
from Herculez Gomez five 
minutes later. 

Marc Crosas finished the 
scoring in the 76th minute 
as the Dynamo lost for the 
fourth time in five visits to 
Mexico. □ 


help Galaxy into semifinals 



In this March 11, 2013 file photo, NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell takes questions during an NFL football news confer¬ 
ence in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Study: Radiation for breast cancer can harm hearts 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Women treated with ra¬ 
diation for breast cancer 
are more likely to develop 
heart problems later, even 
with the lower doses used 
today, new research sug¬ 
gests. The risk comes from 
any amount of radiation, 
starts five years after treat¬ 
ment and lasts for de¬ 
cades, doctors in the UK 
found. 

Patients shouldn’t panic 
— radiation has improved 
cancer survival, and that 
is the top priority, doctors 
say. The chance of suffer¬ 
ing a radiation-induced 
heart problem is fairly small. 
For example, 4 to 5 of ev¬ 
ery 100 women who are 
50 years old and free of 
heart risks will develop a 
major cardiac problem 
by age 80, and radiation 
treatment would add one 
more case, the research 
suggests. 

Women also can do a lot 
to cut their risk by keeping 
weight, cholesterol and 
blood pressure under con¬ 
trol. 

Still, the study reveals that 
the potential harm from 
radiation runs deeper than 
many medical experts may 
have realized, especially 
for women who already 
have cardiac risk factors 
such as diabetes. 

And it comes amid greater 
awareness of overtreat¬ 
ment — that many wom¬ 
en are being treated for 
cancers that would never 


prove fatal, leading to 
trouble down the road 
such as heart disease. 
Some chemotherapy 
drugs are known to harm 
the heart muscle, but the 
new study shows radiation 
can hurt arteries, making 
them prone to harden and 
clog and cause a heart at¬ 
tack. Women who receive 
both treatments have both 
types of risk. 

The study “will raise the an¬ 
tenna” about the need to 
do more to prevent this, 
said Dr. David Slosky, a car¬ 
diologist at Vanderbilt Uni¬ 
versity, one of the growing 
number of medical centers 
with special “cardio-oncol- 
ogy” programs for cancer 
survivors. 

With today’s lower radia¬ 
tion doses, “it is less of a 
problem, but it is not going 
away,” he said. 

The artery-related prob¬ 
lems that the study tracked 
may be just the most vis¬ 
ible of many risks because 
radiation also can cause 
valve, rhythm and other 
heart troubles, said Dr. Ja- 
vid Moslehi. He is co-direc- 
tor of the cardio-oncology 
program at the Dana-Far- 
ber Cancer Institute in Bos¬ 
ton. 

Like cancer, heart disease 
develops after “a number 
of strikes that go against 
you,” such as high choles¬ 
terol, he said. “The radia¬ 
tion is just another hit.” 

He wrote in an editorial 
that appears with the study 
in Thursday’s New England 


Journal of Medicine. British 
government agencies and 
private foundations paid 
for the research. 

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in wom¬ 
en — more than a million 
cases are diagnosed each 
year worldwide. When it's 
confined to the breast, 
most women get surgery 


to remove the lump, fol¬ 
lowed by several weeks of 
radiation to kill any linger¬ 
ing cancer cells and some¬ 
times hormone or chemo¬ 
therapy. 

What heart disease risks 
come from what specific 
doses isn’t known. The new 


study, led by Dr. Sarah Dar¬ 
by of the University of Ox¬ 
ford in England, sought to 
measure that. 

It involved 2,168 breast 
cancer patients from Swe¬ 
den and Denmark diag¬ 
nosed between 1958 and 
2001 and treated with ra¬ 
diation. They included 963 
women who suffered a 


heart attack, needed an 
artery-opening procedure 
or died of heart artery-re¬ 
lated causes in the years 
after their radiation treat¬ 
ment. The other 1,205 were 
similar patients who did not 
develop these heart prob¬ 
lems. 


Researchers compared 
the women’s radiation ex¬ 
posures using gray units, 
a measure of how much 
is absorbed by the body. 
They used hospital records 
and treatment plans to fig¬ 
ure how many gray units 
actually reached each 
woman’s heart and one 
artery often involved in 


heart attacks. Most wom¬ 
en treated today get dos¬ 
es that result in 1 to 5 gray 
units reaching the heart 
— more if the cancer is in 
the left breast. Patients in 
the study got an average 
of five gray units; the doses 
ranged from 1 to 28.Q 


X 



A linear accelerator used to treat cancer is shown at at a hospital in Johnstown, Pa. Women 
treated with radiation for breast cancer are more likely to develop heart problems later, even with 
the lower doses used today, troubling new research suggests. The study appears in the Thursday, 
March 14, 2013 New England Journal of Medicine. (AP Photo/John Rucosky) 


Drug for smallpox, a disease long gone, costing US millions 


DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 

© 2013 New York Times 

The United States govern¬ 
ment is buying enough of 
a new smallpox medicine 
to treat 2 million people in 
the event of a bioterrorism 
attack, and took delivery 
of the first shipment of it last 
week. But the purchase 
has set off a debate about 
the lucrative contract, with 
some experts saying the 
government is buying too 
much of the drug at too 
high a price. 

A small company, Siga 
Technologies, developed 
the drug in recent years. 
Whether the $463 million 


order is a boondoggle or a 
bargain depends on which 
expert is talking. The deal 
will transform the finances 
of Siga, which is controlled 
by Ronald O. Perelman, a 
billionaire financier, philan¬ 
thropist and takeover spe¬ 
cialist. 

Smallpox was eradicat¬ 
ed by 1980 and the only 
known remaining virus is 
in government laborato¬ 
ries in the United States 
and Russia. But there have 
long been rumors of rene¬ 
gade stocks that could be 
sprayed in airports or sports 
stadiums. Experts say the 
virus could also be re-engi¬ 


neered into existence in a 
sophisticated genetics lab. 
As part of its efforts to pre¬ 
pare for a possible bioter¬ 
rorism attack, the govern¬ 
ment is paying more than 
$200 for each course of 
treatment. 

Siga argues that the price 
is a fair return on years of 
investment. 

And Robin Robinson, di¬ 
rector of the Biomedical 
Advanced Research and 
Development Authority, 
part of the Department of 
Health and Human Servic¬ 
es, the overseer of the con¬ 
tract for the drug, Arestvyr, 
defended the size of the 


order and the price paid. 
He said that 2 million doses 
was the amount analysts 
predicted would be need¬ 
ed to contain a smallpox 
outbreak in a large city 
and that the whole coun¬ 
try would require 12 million, 
along with vaccines. 

The price, he said, was 
arrived at through fed¬ 
eral purchasing guidelines 
and was “fair and reason¬ 
able" compared with the 
price of other commercial 
antiviral drugs, which he 
said ranged from $108 to 
$7,364. 

But when stockpiling a 
smallpox drug was first 


proposed in 2001 after 
the Sept. 11 and anthrax 
attacks, it was expected 
to cost only $5 to $10 per 
course, said Dr. Donald A. 
Henderson, who led a gov¬ 
ernment advisory panel on 
biodefense in the wake of 
those attacks. 

Dr. Richard H. Ebright, a 
bioweapons expert at Rut¬ 
gers University, said there 
was little need for so much 
of the drug. “Is it appropri¬ 
ate to stockpile it? Abso¬ 
lutely," he said. “Is it ap¬ 
propriate to stockpile 2 mil¬ 
lion doses? Absolutely not. 
Twenty thousand seems 
like the right number.'O 
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Samsung refreshes iPhone-challenging Galaxy line 



In this Aug. 25, 2011 file photo, an attorney holds an Apple iPad, left, and a Samsung Galaxy Tab 
10.1 at the regional court in Duesseldorf, Germany. 

Associated Press 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sam¬ 
sung Electronics is kicking 
up its competition with Ap¬ 
ple with its new Galaxy S 4 
smartphone, which has a 
larger, sharper screen than 
its predecessor, the best¬ 
selling S III. 

Samsung trumpeted the 
much-anticipated phone’s 
arrival Thursday at an event 
accompanied by a live or¬ 
chestra while an audience 
of thousands watched 
the onstage theatrics. The 
Galaxy S 4, which crams 
a 5-inch (12.7-centimeter) 
screen into body slightly 
smaller than the S Ill's, will 
go sale globally in the April 
to June period. 

In the U.S., it will be sold 
by all four national carriers 
— Verizon Wireless, AT&T, 
Sprint Nextel and T-Mobile 
USA — as well as by smaller 
ones US Cellular and Crick¬ 
et. 

Samsung didn’t say what 
the phone will cost, but it 
can be expected to start 
at $200 with a two-year 
contract in the U.S. 

JK Shin, the executive in 
charge of Samsung's mo¬ 
bile communications divi¬ 
sion, promised the money 
would be well spent for a 
“life companion” that will 
“improve the way most 
people live every day.” 
That bold promise set the 
tone for the kind of flashy 
presentation associated 
with the showmanship of 
Apple, the company that 
Samsung has been trying 
to upstage. Apple con¬ 
tends Samsung has been 
trying to do it by stealing its 
ideas — an allegation has 
triggered bitter courtroom 
battles around the world. 

In the last two years, Sam¬ 
sung has emerged as Ap¬ 
ple's main competitor in 
the high-end smartphone 
market. At the same time, 
it has sold enough inex¬ 
pensive low-end phones 
to edge out Nokia Corp. as 
the world’s largest maker 
of phones. 

The Galaxy line has been 
Samsung’s chief weapon 
in the smartphone fight, 
and it has succeeded in 
making it a recognizable 
brand while competitors 


like Taiwan's HTC Corp. 
and South Korean rival LG 
have stumbled. Samsung 
has sold 100 million Galaxy 
S phones since they first 
came out in 2010. That’s 
still well below the 268 mil¬ 
lion iPhones Apple has 
sold in the same period, 
but Samsung's sales rate is 
catching up. 

Research firm Strategy An¬ 
alytics said the Galaxy S III 
overtook Apple's iPhone 
4S as the world’s best¬ 
selling smartphone for the 
first time in the third quar¬ 
ter of last year, as Apple 
fans were holding off for 
the iPhone 5. The iPhone 5 
took back the crown in the 
fourth quarter. 

One way Samsung and 
other makers of Android 
phone have been one-up¬ 
ping Apple is by increasing 
the screen size. Every suc¬ 
cessive generation of the 
Galaxy line has been big¬ 
ger than the one before. 
The S III sported a screen 
that measures 4.8 inches 
(12.19 centimeters) on the 
diagonal, already substan¬ 
tially larger than the iPhone 
5’s 4-inch (10.16-centime- 
ter) screen. The S 4's screen 
is 56 percent larger than 
the iPhone’s. 

In a Wednesday interview, 
Apple Phil Schiller declined 
to discuss whether Apple is 
considering enlarging the 
screen on the next model 
of the iPhone, which is ex¬ 


pected to be released lat¬ 
er this year. He said Apple 
remains confident that the 
iPhone 5 is the most useful 
and elegant smartphone 
available, hailing it as “the 
most beautiful consumer 
electronics device ever 
created.” 

Samsung believes the S 4 
will set the new standard. 
Apart from the larger 
screen and upgraded pro- 


Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

The world’s biggest ra¬ 
dio telescope is being 
launched in a plateau high 
above Chile's Atacama 
desert. 

The Atacama Large Milli¬ 
meter/submillimeter Array, 
or ALMA, 

will search for clues about 
the dawn of the cosmos 
— from the coldest gases 
and dust where galaxies 
are formed to the energy 
produced by the Big Bang. 
Most of the 66 radio an¬ 
tennas will be inaugurated 
Wednesday in an official 
ceremony. 

ALMA also reaches farther 
than any other radio tele¬ 
scope and has captured 
images different from any¬ 
thing seen before by visi- 


cessor, the S 4 has a battery 
that's 20 percent larger 
than that of the S III. Sam¬ 
sung didn’t say if that trans¬ 
lates into a longer battery 
life — the added capacity 
might be gobbled up by 
the bigger screen or other 
internal changes. 

The S 4 comes with a built- 
in infra-red diode, so it can 
control an entertainment 
center as a universal re- 


2013. 

ble-light and infrared tele¬ 
scopes. 

The $1.5 billion project 
is jointly funded by the 
United States, Canada, 


mote. This is a feature that 
has showed up in Android 
tablets before. 

The S 4 comes with sev¬ 
eral new technologies in¬ 
tended to help users in¬ 
teract with the phone. For 
instance, the screen now 
senses fingers hovering just 
above the screen, and 
some applications react. 
The Mail application shows 
the first few lines of an 
email when a finger hovers 
above it in the list, and the 
Gallery application shows 
an expanded thumbnail. 
Users can control some 
other applications by 
making gestures in the air 
above the phone. In the 
browser, you can com¬ 
mand the screen to scroll 
up by swiping from top to 
bottom a few inches from 
the phone. 

The Camera application 
can now use both the front 
and rear cameras simulta¬ 
neously, inserting a small 
picture of the user even as 
he's capturing the scene in 
front of him. 

When several S 4s are in 
close proximity, they can 
link up to play the same 
music, simultaneously — 
perfect for headphone 
dance parties.Q 


Associated Press 

Japan and Europe. It is 
an engineering triumph 
that launches Chile to the 
forefront of ground-based 
space exploration.^ 


ALMA world’s top radio 
telescope launches in Chile 



In this picture released by Chile’s Presidential Press Office, 
President Sebastian Pinera, third left, tours the installations of 
the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array, or ALMA, in 
the Atacama desert, in northern Chile, Wednesday, March 13, 













FRIDAY 15 MARCH 


^BUSINESS 



Dow rises 10 days running, S&P 500 nears record 


MATTHEW CRAFT 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Dow 

Jones industrial average 
has reached another mile¬ 
stone, recording its longest 
winning streak since 1996. 
The index rose for the tenth 
straight day Thursday, gain¬ 
ing 83.86 points to close 
at 14,539.14. That’s an in¬ 
crease of 0.6 percent. 

The last time the Dow 
knocked out 10 straight 
days of gains was Novem¬ 
ber 1996. Back then, Inter¬ 
net companies were still 
lining up to go public and 
President Bill Clinton had 
just won another term in 
the White House. 

“It's just a good run,” said 
Dan Greenhaus, chief 
global strategist at the bro¬ 
kerage BTIG. “And it speaks 
to optimism about the fu¬ 
ture.” 

Encouraging news on jobs 


gave the market an early 
lift. The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index closed within two 
points of its all-time high 
reached in October 2007. 
The S&P 500 index gained 
8.71 points to 1,563.23, a 
gain of 0.6 percent. 

Signs that the economic 
recovery is gaining strength 


have propelled the market 
higher since the beginning 
of March. 

Last month, the unemploy¬ 
ment rate dipped to 7.7 
percent, the lowest level 
since December 2008. 
Adding to evidence that 
the job market is improving, 
fewer Americans sought 


unemployment benefits 
last week. 

Record corporate prof¬ 
its and reassurances from 
Federal Reserve officials 
fhaf they plan to keep in¬ 
terests rates at historically 
low levels have also helped 
push stocks higher. U.S. re¬ 
tail spending increased 
in February at the fastest 
pace in five months. That 
came despite higher pay¬ 
roll taxes kicking in at the 
beginning of the year. 
“We’ve been getting some 
really good economic sta¬ 
tistics: jobless claims today 
and retail sales yesterday,” 
said Doug Cote, chief mar¬ 
ket strategist for ING U.S. 
Investment Management. 
“And that's positive.” 

The gains were broad on 
Thursday, though slight. All 
10 industrial groups in the 
S&P 500 rose, led by energy 
companies. The Nasdaq 


composite rose 13.81, or 0.4 
percent, to 3,258.93. 

MGM Resorts Internation¬ 
al’s stock gained 7 percent 
after its biggest sharehold¬ 
er, the financier Kirk Kerkori- 
an, requested permission to 
raise his stake in MGM to a 
quarter of its shares. MGM 
owns the Bellagio, Manda¬ 
lay Bay and other casinos 
on the Las Vegas Strip. 
Analysts say the stock mar¬ 
ket’s surge this year will like¬ 
ly convince more people 
to move cash into stocks. 
The Dow is up 11 percent 
this year, the S&P 500 is up 
9.6 percent. 

So far, retail investors ap¬ 
pear unsure. They put 
money in U.S. stock funds 
to start the year, but have 
withdrawn it for the last two 
weeks, according to a re¬ 
port out Wednesday from 
the Investment Company 
Institute. □ 



Bagpiper Joe Brady plays on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange trading floor, in honor of St. Patrick’s Day, before the 
closing bell, Thursday, March 14, 2013. The Dow Jones industrial 
average has reached another milestone, recording its longest 
winning streak since 1996. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Fed: JPMorgan, Goldman need better capital plans 


C. REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — JPMor¬ 
gan Chase and Goldman 
Sachs need better plans 
for coping with a severe 
recession, the Federal Re¬ 
serve said Thursday, giving 
the banks until September 
to revise them. 

The announcement came 
as part of the Fed’s so- 
called “stress tests," its an¬ 
nual check-up of 18 of 
America’s big banks. The 
government runs the tests 
to see how the banks would 


fare in a severe recession. 
As a result of fhe tesfs, if also 
tells each bank whether 
it’s allowed to raise its divi¬ 
dend, the quarterly payout 
it gives to stockholders, or 
buy back more of its own 
shares. 

The Fed said that JPMor¬ 
gan and Goldman were 
allowed to start any divi¬ 
dend increases or share 
buybacks they may have 
asked for. Thaf privilege 
would be withdrawn only 
if they didn’t submit new 
capital plans that satisfy 


the Fed. 

Ally Financial and BB&T 
Corp. fared worse: The Fed 
forbade them from go¬ 
ing through with any divi¬ 
dend increases and share 
buybacks they may have 
asked for. 

But overall, the Fed ap¬ 
proved requests outright 
from 14 of the 18 banks it 
was examining, including 
Citigroup, Wells Fargo, Mor¬ 
gan Stanley and Bank of 
America. 

Dividends and share buy¬ 
backs are important to or¬ 


dinary investors, and banks. 
The banks know that their 
investors suffered big losses 
in the financial crisis, and 
are eager to mollify them. 
Some stockholders, espe¬ 
cially retirees, rely on divi¬ 
dends for a key portion of 
their income. 

Buybacks are also aimed 
at helping stockholders. 
By reducing a company’s 
number of outstanding 
shares, earnings per share 
can increase. 

The Fed didn’t specify what 
each bank had asked 


for: dividend increases, 
share buybacks or both. 
The banks are allowed to 
release that information, 
but don't have to. For in¬ 
stance, Citigroup and Bank 
of America both said they 
got permission to buy back 
shares, but didn’t ask to 
raise their dividends. Both 
pay a quarterly dividend 
of a penny, or four cents a 
year. 

The stress tests assumed 
that the banks would raise 
dividends and share buy¬ 
backs as requested. □ 




NEED CASH TODAY? 


VISIT US & COMPARE FOR YOURSELF! 

(Y\ JUWELENHUISJE 

OPtNJOAMrflPv MONDAY IRHJAY 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


w 


ORANJE5TAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK„ 12 T|L 588 4141 Q SAN NICOLAS B. V/D V|EN ZEPPENFELD STRA AT 14 TIL 584 4141 





























BUSINESS!" 25 


FRIDAY 15 MARCH 2013 


STREET BRIEFS 

BMW profits rise: 
‘most successful 
year’ ever in 2012 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— German automaker 
BMW AG says net profit 
increased 4.4 percent last 
year to €5.1 billion ($6.6 bil¬ 
lion), helped by big sales 
jump in Asia and a better 
market in the United States. 
The company, based in 
Munich, said Thursday that 
unit sales rose 31 percent 
in Asia, including a 40 per¬ 
cent rise in China exclud¬ 
ing Hong Kong. Sales in the 
U.S. climbed 14 percent. 
Sales of the 1-series com¬ 
pact increased 28 percent 
while the mainstay 3-series 
sedan saw a 6 percent rise. 
Overall revenues rose 12 
percent to €76.8 billion. 

The company said prof¬ 
its were held back by in¬ 
vestments in new tech¬ 
nologies and increased 
personnel costs. Still, CEO 
Norbert Reithofer called it 
“the most successful year 
in BMW Group corporate 
history.”Q 


Dollar continues 
gains on positive 
US economic data 

NEW YORK (AP) — The dol¬ 
lar is continuing to gain 
against world currencies 
following the latest signs 
that the U.S. economy is 
strengthening. The Labor 
Department reported that 
applications for unemploy¬ 
ment benefits fell to a five- 
year low last week. The 
euro declined to $1.2948 
from $1.2961 late Wednes¬ 
day as European Union 
leaders gathered for a 
summit beset by anti-aus¬ 
terity protesters. The dollar 
rose to 96.34 Japanese yen 
from 96.10 yen. Japan’s 
lower house of Parliament 
endorsed Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s choice to 
lead the nation’s central 
bank. Haruhiko Kuroda is 
expected to ease Japan’s 
monetary policy. The Brit¬ 
ish pound was one of the 
few major currencies ris¬ 
ing against the dollar. It 
increased to $1.4992 from 
$1.49140 


US wholesale prices rise 0.7 pet. on gas spike 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

measure of U.S. wholesale 
prices rose in February by 
the most in five months, 
pushed higher by more 
expensive gas and phar¬ 
maceuticals. But outside 
those increases, inflation 
was mild. 

The producer price index 
grew a seasonally adjust¬ 
ed 0.7 percent in February 
from January, fhe Labor 
Departmenf said Thursday. 
That's up from 0.2 percent 
in the previous month. 
Wholesale gas prices in¬ 
creased 7.2 percent. 

Even with the increase. 


wholesale prices have ris¬ 
en just 1.7 percent in the 
past 12 months. That’s be¬ 
low the Federal Reserve's 
2 percent inflation target. 
Mild inflation gives the Fed 
more latitude to continue 
with its aggressive policies 
to spur more economic 
growth. 

The index measures the 
cost of goods before they 
reach consumers. Whole¬ 
sale prices are what man¬ 
ufacturers and farmers 
receive for fheir products 
from retailers and distribu¬ 
tors. 

Excluding volatile food 
and energy costs, core 
wholesale prices rose only 



Workers at a floral import company prepare flowers for 
distribution to flower resellers throughout the country, in Miami. 

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 

0.2 percent last month. In prices have increased 1.7 
the past 12 months, core percent.Q 


Weekly jobless applications fall to 332,000 


C.S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Fewer Americans sought 
unemployment aid last 
week, reducing the av¬ 
erage number of weekly 
applications last month to 
a five-year low. The drop 
shows that fewer layoffs 
are strengthening the job 
market. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that applications 
fell 10,000 to a seasonally 
adjusted 332,000. That cut 


the four-week average to 
346,750, the lowest since 
March 2008, just several 
months after the Great Re¬ 
cession began. 

The report “provides fur¬ 
ther evidence of a gradual 
strengthening in labor mar¬ 
ket conditions,” Paul Dales, 
senior U.S. economist at 
Capital Economics, said in 
a note to clients. 
Applications are a proxy 
for layoffs. They have fallen 
nearly 13 percent since 
November. 


At the same time, net hiring 
has picked up. Employers 
have added an average 
of 200,000 jobs per month 
from November through 
February, up from about 
150,000 a month in the pre¬ 
vious four months. 

The unemployment rate 
fell to a four-year low of 7.7 
percent in February from 
7.9 percent the previous 
month. About 5.6 million 
people received benefits 
in the week ended Feb. 23, 
the latest data available. 


That’s about 220,000 more 
than the previous week. 
The improvement in the 
job market shows employ¬ 
ers aren't laying off more 
workers because of worries 
about higher taxes or gov¬ 
ernment spending cuts. 

In January, Social Security 
taxes rose two percentage 
points. Someone earning 
$50,000 has about $1,000 
less to spend in 2013. A 
household with two high- 
paid workers has up to 
$4,500 less.Q 


US current account trade deficit narrows 



Containers are unloaded from 
the Port of Los Angeles. 

M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. current account trade 
deficit narrowed in the fi¬ 
nal three months of 2012. 
But that didn’t prevent the 
deficit for the entire year 
from climbing to the high¬ 
est level in four years. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Thursday 
that the current account 


cargo ships at APM Terminals in 
(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 

deficit in the October-De- 
cember quarter narrowed 
to $110.4 billion, down 1.8 
percent from the previ¬ 
ous quarter. The improve¬ 
ment reflected gains in 
Americans’ earnings on 
their foreign investments 
and stronger earnings on 
service trade, a category 
that covers such things as 
airline travel. 

For the year, the current 


account deficit widened 
to $475 billion, a 1.9 per¬ 
cent increase from 2011. If 
was fhe largest annual im¬ 
balance since 2008. 


The current account is the 
broadest gauge of trade. 
It tracks not only the sale 
of goods and services but 
also investment flows. □ 
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Mutts 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _Kat; wafer 

candy bar 

4 Records 

9 Hee-haw 

13 Singles 

15 Maxim; proverb 

16 Tiny bit 

17 1/12 of a foot 

18 Breathing 
organs 

19 Eccentric 

20 Brazen 

22 Mischief 
makers 

23 Half-quart 

24 Actor McKellen 

26 Race at top 

speed for a 
short distance 

29 Most bogus 

34 Grumpy fellow 

35 Artist’s 
purchase 

36 By way of 

37 Engagement 
symbol 

38 Marathons 

39 Didn’t float 

40 Pretense 

41 Long parts of 
giraffe bodies 

42 Police officer’s 
identification 

43 Voice mail 
recordings 

45 Indian dollars 

46 Grassy area 

47 Rings a 
sounds familiar 

48 Actor Alan 

51 Very exciting 

56 Lunch, for one 

57 Josh with 

58 Shipshape 

60 Run collide 
with 

61 Slugger Hank 

62 Strong wind 

63 Yellow cheese 
from Holland 

64 Used up 

65 Galloped 

DOWN 

1 Backyard pond 
fish 

2 Hotels 


3 Georgia 

univ. in Atlanta 

4 Inborn ability 

5 Big person 

6 Window glass 

7 Breakfast 
order, often 

8 Regular 
meetings 

9 Skimpy beach 
attire 

10 Kitchen or den 

11 Perched upon 

12 Long-haired 
oxen 

14 Molding 

21 Soft-furred 
weasel cousin 

25 Fire 
stinging insect 

26 “Get lost!” 

27 Cost 

28 Talks wildly 

29 Loads a 
suitcase 

30 Rushes 

31 Stay away from 

32 Burn the edges 
of 


33 _ off; leaves 
35 Walk the floor 

38 Sailing races 

39 Young tree 

41 Scottish “no” 

42 Cow’s mate 

44 Zigzag ski race 

45 Give in 
47 Buffalo 


48 French 
girlfriend 

49 Give for a time 

50 Facts & figures 

52 Pile 

53 Uncommon 

54 Approach 

55 Celebration 
59 Morning hour 
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Census: Population has stopped falling in the Bronx 


PIP 

3. C.I.AO 


SAM ROBERTS 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Danielle Jack- 
son has lived all over New 
York City since she moved 
from New Jersey in 1998 to 
attend New York University. 
Last May, she moved from 
Flatbush to the South Bronx, 
where she had opened 
a photography gallery a 
year earlier. 

“My rent was being raised, 

I wanted a bigger apart¬ 
ment and the commute 
was killing me,” she re¬ 
called. Jackson found a 
two-bedroom apartment 
in Mott Haven for $50 less 
a month than she would 
have paid to renew her 
lease in Brooklyn for less 
space. 

“I love where I live, I can 
get everywhere on the 
6 train and I walk to work 
and for the first time I have 
real neighbors,” she said. “I 
know the Bronx has been 
maligned and completely 
misunderstood by outsid¬ 
ers, but what’s kept the 
Bronx so great is that there 
is a community." 

Jackson, 32, personifies a 
remarkable demographic 
plateau revealed Thursday 
by new census figures. For 
the first time in decades, 
people are no longer 
abandoning the Bronx. 

Not only did the borough’s 
population rise, but more 
people moved there in the 
year ending July 1, 2012, 
than left, according to the 
estimates. 

While the net gain in migra¬ 
tion was only 115, it con¬ 
trasts starkly with annual 
losses that were regularly in 
the thousands and neared 
20,000 two decades ago. 
“You've got to go back 
to the postwar period in 
the 1940s when we had a 
surge of people moving 
info fhe Bronx," said Jo¬ 
seph J. Salvo, director of 
the population division of 
the city’s Planning Depart¬ 
ment. 

Apartment buildings on the 
Grand Concourse have 


been refurbished; some 
South Bronx neighborhoods 
have boomed, luring a di¬ 
verse influx of young pro¬ 
fessionals; and fhe foreign- 
born population - mainly 
Dominicans moving from 
Upper Manhattan as well 
as Mexicans - has grown. 
It is a far cry from the stock 
but now badly dated im¬ 
ages of vast tracts of aban¬ 
doned buildings or empty 
lots. “It’s pretty much the 
last frontier,” said Ed Garcia 
Conde, a Bronx real estate 
consultant. 

“It's the last affordable 
place. But I wouldn’t say it’s 
been gentrified to the point 
where people are being 
pushed out. Thousands of 
new apartments came on 
line.” 

Overcrowding is another 
reason for the gains, said 
Gregory Lobo Jost, deputy 


director of the nonprofit 
University Neighborhood 
Housing Program. “We 
have a lot of people who 
pay more than half their 
income in rent, so there’s 
pressure to double up and 
make the rent affordable,” 
he said. “There are a lot of 
people coming from oth¬ 
er parts of the city where 
they’re being priced out.” 
Overall, New York City’s 
population was estimat¬ 
ed by the census last July 
at 8,336,697, a surge of 
161,564 since 2010 - nearly 
as many as the city gained 
in the entire preceding de¬ 
cade. 

The city's growth was 
achieved by another telling 
milestone; Since 2010, the 
number of people moving 
to the city has exceeded 
the number of New Yorkers 
leaving. The net increase 


from migration was 12,200. 
“We haven’t seen this since 
1950,” Salvo said. “What 
we have now is a pattern 
that is really new.” 

Kenneth M. Johnson, se¬ 
nior demographer at the 
Carsey Institute at the Uni¬ 
versity of New Hampshire, 
said the city remained 
a migration magnet for 
“20-somethings, because 
they weren't tied down to 
houses” while older New 
Yorkers had been “frozen in 
place by the recession.” 
Brooklyn was the fastest- 
growing borough, its popu¬ 
lation rising 2.4 percent, or 
by 60,900 people; it also 
registered a net gain from 
migration. After years of ro¬ 
bust growth, Staten Island 
recorded what might have 
been its first population de¬ 
cline - even if only a minus¬ 
cule 219 residents. □ 


FOR SALE 

Aruba Beach Club 

Wk 10 rm 248 pool/ocean side 
$9500. 

Call George at ABC rm 114 
582-3000 unitl 3/16 
In USA 609-263-2365 
e-mail: 

seaislemerrill@comcast.net 

199046 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana 

1 br wk 7 thur $5200 
Tropicana 1 br wk 7 + 8 rm 5532 
$3500 each. Other Aruba wks for 
sale / rent. 
rmwjmw@aol.com 

call: 508-651-0061 

199022 


FOR SALE 

La Cabana Brc 

2br wk 8 and 9 room #202E 
ocean front + (sun-sun) $18,500 
each. 1 brwk 9 room # 401-D dlx 
(sun-sun) ocean front $9500 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE 

Beach Villas at the Phoenix 

New 1 bedroomn, 2 bath. 

34 years left 
#634-wk12 
$14,000 

email, marvalicemacalh@aol.com 
USA call 610-724-6323 

199103 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 

Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 

198863 

FOR SALE or RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

For Sale week 9 & 10 
1 bedroom, sleeps 4, Pool/ocean, 
2nd floor, Phase 2 $8000/wk. 
or For Rent 2014 
$1100/Wk. 

1-(506) 363-4530 
jrcheev@nbnet.nb.ca 

199038 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 7 -1br $7000 

wk 8 -1 br $9000 

wk 9 -1 br $7000 

wk 10 -1 br $7000-9000 

wk 9 - 2 br $9500 

Pis call 732-2788 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 199030 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

2br Platinum Ocean view $22,000 
2br Platinum Ocean front $35,000 
3br Platinum Ocean view $30,000 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


LOOKING FOR 

Properties to sell in Noord area 
and Oranjestad. 

Please call or email for 
appointment Tel: 592-3177 
email: info@sunseaaruba.com 

199048 


FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 
2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: jwhelan99@sbcqlobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 
on Island till march 2nd 

199003 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

_ 198526 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance ocean view 

week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 
Staying on island till 16th March 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 

199024 

FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenic 

wk 12 room #1101,1 bedroom. 

30 years remaining, $7000. 
email, marvalicemacalh@aol.com 
USA call 610-724-6323 

199103 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

A % Oranjestad 


Dr. Mungra 


nrc14 

win 

ED5J 

POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAD Maria Tel: 585-8145 

S. NICOLAS San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

Mar. 15 

Grandeur of the Sease 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetric Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Physicists say they have found a Higgs boson 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — It helps 
solve one of the most fun¬ 
damental riddles of the 
universe: how the Big Bang 
created something out of 
nothing 13.7 billion years 
ago. 

In what could go down as 
one of the great Eureka! 
moments in physics — and 
win somebody the No¬ 
bel Prize — scientists said 
Thursday that after a half- 
century quest, they are 
confident they have found 
a Higgs boson, the elusive 
subatomic speck some¬ 
times called the “God par¬ 
ticle.” 

The existence of the par¬ 
ticle was theorized in 1964 
by the British physicist Peter 
Higgs to explain why mat¬ 
ter has mass. Scientists be¬ 
lieve the particle acts like 
molasses or snow: When 
other tiny basic building 
blocks pass through it, they 
stick together, slow down 
and form atoms. 

Scientists at CERN, the 
Geneva-based European 
Organization for Nuclear 
Research, announced in 
July that they had found 


This undated image made available by CERN shows a typical 
candidate event including two high-energy photons whose en¬ 
ergy is measured in the CMS electromagnetic calorimeter. The 
lines are the measured tracks of other particles produced in the 
collision. 

Associated Press 


something that looked like 
the Higgs boson, but they 
weren’t certain, and they 
needed to go through the 
data and rule out the pos¬ 
sibility it wasn’t something 
else. 

On Thursday, they said they 
believe they got it right. 

“To me it is clear that we 
are dealing with a Higgs 
boson, though we still have 
a long way to go to know 
what kind of Higgs boson 


it is,” said Joe Incandela, 
a physicist who heads one 
of the two main teams 
at CERN, each involving 
about 3,000 scientists. 
Whether or not it was a 
Higgs boson had to be 
demonstrated by how it in¬ 
teracts with other particles 
and its quantum proper¬ 
ties, CERN said. The data 
“strongly indicates that it is 
a Higgs boson,” it said. 

The discovery explains 
what once seemed unex¬ 
plainable and still is a bit 
hard for the average per¬ 
son to comprehend. But it 
means the key theory that 


scientists use to explain ev¬ 
erything works — for now, 
at least. 

Its discovery could be a 
strong contender for the 
Nobel, though it is uncertain 
whether the prize would go 
to the 83-year-old Peter 
Higgs and the others who 
first proposed the theory, 
or to the thousands of sci¬ 
entists who found it, or to all 
of them. 

Finding it wasn’t easy. It 
took more than two de¬ 
cades, thousands of scien¬ 
tists and mountains of data 
from trillions of colliding 
protons. 

And it needed the world’s 
biggest atom smasher — 
CERN’s Large Hadron Col¬ 
lider, which cost $10 billion 
to build and run in a 17- 
mile (27-kilometer) tunnel 
beneath the Swiss-French 
border — to produce the 
extreme surge of energies 
simulating those 1 trillionth 
to 2 trillionths of a second 
after the Big Bang. 

The Higgs boson is so elu¬ 
sive that only about one 
collision per trillion will pro¬ 
duce one of them in the 
collider. 

CERN said it is open ques¬ 
tion whether this is the Higgs 
boson that was expected 
in the original formulation, 
or the lightest of several 
Higgses predicted in some 


theories that go beyond 
that model. 

“We found a new particle 
and we want to know how 
it behaves, and maybe it 
behaves the way it was 
predicted in 1964, maybe 
it’s a little bit different,” said 
physicist Sean Carroll of the 
California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, who isn’t involved 
in the research. 

Finding a Higgs more or 
less as expected is actu¬ 
ally a bit deflating, Carroll 
said, because physicists 
had also hoped that an 
unexpected type of Higgs 
might open windows into 
yet more mysteries of the 
universe. 

“Scientists always want to 
be wrong in their theories. 
They always want to be 
surprised," he said. “It's a 
bittersweet victory when 
your theory turns out to be 
right, because it means, on 
the one hand, you’re right, 
that’s nice, but on the other 
hand, you haven’t learned 
anything new that’s surpris¬ 
ing.” 

Some of the remaining mys¬ 
teries including why gravity 
is so weak and what is the 
dark matter that is believed 
to make up a large part of 
the total mass in the uni¬ 
verse, said Patty McBride, 
who heads a center at the 
Fermilab in Chicago.Q 


A closer look at the Higgs boson 


FRANK JORDANS 
JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Scientists 
working at the world’s big¬ 
gest atom smasher near 
Geneva have announced 
they are confident that the 
new subatomic particle 
discovered last summer is a 
version of the long-sought 
Higgs boson. The particle 
bears key attributes of 
the so-called “God par¬ 


ticle" that was theorized 
nearly a half-century ago 
as fundamental to the 
creation of the universe. 
It took thousands of scien¬ 
tists from around the world 
to hunt the particle in the 
atom-smasher operated 
by CERN, the European Or¬ 
ganization for Nuclear Re¬ 
search. 

WHAT EXACTLY IS THE GOD 
PARTICLE? 

Everything is made of at¬ 


oms, inside of which are 
electrons, protons and 
neutrons. And those, in turn, 
are made of quarks and 
other subatomic particles. 
Scientists have wondered 
how these tiny building 
blocks of the universe ac¬ 
quire mass. Without mass, 
the particles wouldn’t 
hold together — and there 
would be no matter. 

One theory proposed by 
British physicist Peter Higgs 
and teams in Belgium and 
the United States nearly a 
half-century ago is that a 
new particle must be cre¬ 
ating a “sticky” energy 
field that acts as a drag 
on other particles. The at¬ 
om-smashing experiments 
have now confirmed that 
this particle exists in a form 
that is similar to — but per¬ 
haps not exactly like — 
what was proposedO 
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This March 9, 2012 file photo shows Bruce Springsteen and the E 
Street Band performing at the Apollo Theater in New York. Bruce 
Springsteen is returning to headline the London Hard Rock Call¬ 
ing festival, a year after authorities pulled the plug on his duet 
with Paul McCartney for violating a curfew. Springsteen will 
headline the second night of the two-day festival on June 30, 
2013. 


The Boss kicks 
off Australian tour 
with a warning 


ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Bruce Springsteen has 
kicked off his Australian 
tour with a warning about 
his political influence over 
national economics. 
Springsteen and his E Street 
Band opened their Wreck¬ 
ing Ball Tour on Thursday 
to enthusiastic reviews in 
Brisbane, the hometown 
of Australian Deputy Prime 
Minister and Treasurer 
Wayne Swan. 

Swan revealed in a speech 
last year that The Boss had 
long been his political inspi¬ 
ration. 

Swan, named by banking 
magazine Euromoney as 
the world’s finance minis¬ 
ter of the year for 2011 for 
his role in steering Australia 
clear of recession during 
the global economic melt¬ 
down, said the U.S.-born 
working-class hero’s mu¬ 
sic railing against inequal¬ 
ity echoed his own public 
battle against Australian 
billionaire mining tycoons 
who oppose his tax reforms. 
When told at a press con¬ 
ference Thursday that 
Swan had cited his musical 
idol as an influence on his 
government’s economic 
policies, Springsteen urged 
caution. 

“Really? You better watch 


out there,” Springsteen 
joked. “I’m not sure how 
good I am with my money.” 
He added, “I hope it’s 
been a positive influence, 
that's all I can say.” 

Swan is attending the final 
two-week session of Parlia¬ 
ment before he releases his 
annual budget blueprint 
on May 14. 

He has revealed that the 
annual ritual involves him 
playing Springsteen’s hit 
single “Born to Run.” 

Swan said Springsteen's 
1975 breakthrough album, 
as well as subsequent al¬ 
bums “Darkness on the 
Edge of Town,” “’The Riv¬ 
er,” "Born in the U.S.A" and 
“Nebraska,” talked about 
the shifting foundations of 
the U.S. economy before 
the subject became topi¬ 
cal. “If I could distill the rel¬ 
evance of Bruce Springs¬ 
teen’s music to Australia, 
it would be this: Don’t let 
what has happened to the 
American economy hap¬ 
pen here,” Swan said. 

Swan said Springsteen is 
also the favorite musician 
of Prime Minister Julia Gil- 
lard. 

Swan's office could not 
immediately comment on 
Thursday on whether he 
intended to see a con¬ 
cert while Springsteen is in 
Australia. □ 
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Carrey gets serious about 
career, grandparenthood 



Actor Jim Carrey arrives at the world premiere of the feature film 
“The Incredible Burt Wonderstone” at the TCL Chinese Theatre 
on Monday, March 11, 2013 in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL CIDONI LENNOX 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Jim Car¬ 
rey has delivered more 
than his share of great per¬ 
formances. But this under¬ 
cover act wasn’t one of 
them. 

While receiving press in a 
Las Vegas hotel room, he 
was wearing large sun¬ 
glasses and a sparking 
gold patchwork blazer. 

“This is my Vegas camou¬ 
flage,” he joked. “If I walk 
around town in this (jack¬ 
et) no one can see me. 
It's fantastic. It's the way I 
blend in in this town. Isn't 
it nice? I mugged Gustav 
Klimt,” Carrey said, refer¬ 
ring to the Austrian painter 
whose early 20th century 
works featured gold ga¬ 
lore. 

That’s about as funny as 
Carrey would get on this 
day in Sin City promoting 
“The Incredible Burt Won¬ 
derstone," opening Friday. 
The Vegas-set comedy is 
about a burned-out old- 
school magician (Steve 
Carell) threatened by a 
newcomer (Carrey) who'll 
literally risk his life to wow 
audiences and attain 
fame. 

“This is the guy with the 
Christ complex," Carrey 
explained. “This is the guy 
who looks at other people 
like he knows everything 
and they know nothing, 
and their problems amuse 


him." 

It is perhaps the darkest 
character that Carrey has 
ever delivered in an out- 
and-out comedy. 

“I could never be the type 
of person who thinks, ‘Now 
this works. So, I’m just going 
to do this forever,”’ Carrey 
said. 

It’s just the latest transfor¬ 
mation for Carrey, who last 
year had a solo exhibition 
of his paintings and now 
has a children's book on 
the way — something Car¬ 
rey said he did in part for his 
grandson, born to Carrey's 
daughter Erin in February 
2010. 


“Sometimes when you go 
to a movie, that can be 
that. But when you read 
your kid a story, that is just 
a little slice of heaven,” he 
said. 

Carrey’s also making mu¬ 
sic, having teamed with 
indie-rock band The Eels for 
his new single, “Cold Dead 
Hand,” which has an anti¬ 
gun theme. “Charlton Hes¬ 
ton would not like it," Car¬ 
rey commented. 

“You know. I’m always risk¬ 
ing it and pushing it," Car¬ 
rey said. “I’ve got nowhere 
to go. I have no other 
options. I don’t have a 
trade.”□ 


Colin Trevorrow to 
direct ‘Jurassic Park 4’ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Colin 
Trevorrow is taking the reins 
of “Jurassic Park.” 

Universal Pictures and 
Amblin Entertainment an¬ 
nounced Thursday that 
the 36-year-old director will 
helm “Jurassic Park 4.” 
Trevorrow made his fea¬ 
ture film directorial debut 
with last year’s “Safety Not 
Guaranteed.” 

Steven Spielberg is execu¬ 
tive producing “Jurassic 
Park 4,” which is set for re¬ 
lease in 3-D on June 13, 
2014. The script was written 


by “Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes” screenwriters Rick 
Jaffa and Amanda Silver. 
The first two “Jurassic Park” 
films were directed by 
Spielberg, while the third 
installment was helmed by 
“Captain America” direc¬ 
tor Joe Johnston. 

The dinosaur franchise has 
grossed $1.9 billion at the 
box office worldwide since 
the first film was released in 
1993. 

The original “Jurassic Park” 
will be rereleased in the¬ 
aters April 5 in 3-D.Q 



In this Jan. 22, 2012 file 
photo. Director Colin Trevor¬ 
row poses at the premiere 
of “Safety Not Guaranteed” 
during the 2012 Sundance 
Film Festival in Park City, 
Utah. 

Associated Press 
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In this June 29, 2012 file photo, singer Michael Buble and his 
wife, Argentine TV actress Luisana Lopilato, pose at the Nordoff 
Robbins 02 Silver Clef Awards at London Hilton, in London. 

Associated Press 


Future dad Buble not 
worried about album sales 


MICHAEL CIDONI LENNOX 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Buble has sold mil¬ 
lions of albums, but as he 
readies the release of his 
newest project, he’s less 
concerned with his future 
sales, thanks to his wife’s 
pregnancy. 

“I’m nervous and excited, 
and truly I think it’s given 
me great perspective,” 
the singer said at the music 
video shoot for his new sin¬ 
gle, “It's a Beautiful Day.” 

“I used to worry about how 
the single would do and 
how the record would sell. 
And the truth is, I love this 
record. I’m so proud of it. 
But, at the end of the day, 
if it sells 10 million or 10 cop¬ 
ies, I’ve got bigger fish to 
fry," he continued. “I’ve 
got a wife and a kid I love 
very much.” 

Buble married Argentine 
actress Luisana Lopilato in 
2011. They announced in 
January they’re expecting 
their first child, and his pub¬ 
licist confirmed Thursday 
the couple are expecting 
a son. 

Most of Buble’s albums 


have reached multiplati¬ 
num status, and his last 
three releases have hit 
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 
albums chart, including 
the triple platinum “Christ¬ 
mas,” the second best-sell¬ 
ing album of 2011 behind 
Adele’s “21.” 

His new album, “To Be 
Loved,” will be released 
April 23. It finds the Gram¬ 
my winner covering songs 
by the Bee Gees, Dean 
Martin and Elvis Presley, 
as well as collaborating 
with Reese Witherspoon. It 
also features four original 
songs, including a tribute 
to his wife called “Close 
Your Eyes.” “It’s a Beautiful 
Day” is about a man who 
is happy because his fail¬ 
ing romantic relationship 
has finally ended. So who 
inspired the song? 

“Harry Styles," the 37-year- 
old Buble replied jokingly, 
referring to the One Direc¬ 
tion band member who 
dated Taylor Swift. 

“Harry Styles,” Buble said 
again, feigning heart¬ 
break. “He left me for Tay¬ 
lor. I’ll be writing about her, 
too, soon. ”□ 


Jill an Michaels weighs 
in with a weight-loss book 



This Jan. 6, 2012 file photo shows fitness guru Jillian Michaels in New York. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jillian 
Michaels orders two eggs 
over easy with a smidgeon 
of oil and two slices of dry 
toast. 

And coffee. 

Coffee?! “Two strong cups, 
400 milligrams, fights pan¬ 
creatic cancer,” she says, 
“plus Alzheimer’s, Type 2 
diabetes and improves 
cognitive functions.” 

Not that Michaels is a 
health-nut goodie-goodie. 
“I still drink a little bit of al¬ 
cohol,” she confides. “And 
I haven’t been to the gym 
in five days!” 

No wonder. There's this 
grueling book tour on 
top of an always-heavy 
workload, plus the routine 
demands of parenting a 
3-year-old daughter and 
an 11-month-old son who, 
along with her partner, Hei¬ 
di Rhoades, have come 
with her on this recent New 
York visit. 

But all is never lost, says Mi¬ 
chaels, in the battle to lose 
weight and be healthy. 
“Even if you're just stand¬ 
ing while you're talking 
on the phone," she offers, 
“you can burn up to 300 
calories in a day.” 


That's the sort of forgiving 
advice found in her latest 
book, “Slim for Life: My In¬ 
sider Secrets to Simple, Fast 
and Lasting Weight Loss” 
(Harmony Books). 

“It’s my softest approach 
to weight loss,” says Mi¬ 
chaels, a wellness coach 
to whom the word “soft” is 
seldom applied. 

After all, she is famous as 
the drill-sergeant trainer on 
NBC’s “The Biggest Loser,” 
a 5-foot-2-inch force of na¬ 
ture who doesn't hesitate 
to throw her tautly muscled 
weight around. 

But during this recent 
breakfast she seems differ¬ 
ent from her “Loser” per¬ 
sona. Clad in jeans, sweat 
shirt and Ugg boots, her 
hair pulled under a news¬ 
boy's cap, she could pass 
for half her 39 years. She is 
animated, high-rev. But no 
way overbearing. 

“I wanted to write a book 
where you felt like I was sit¬ 
ting right there with you,” 
she says, a vision of reas¬ 
surance seated across the 
table, “providing a simple 
solution for every prob¬ 
lem or complaint I've ever 
heard." 

Fitness is too time-consum¬ 
ing, complicated, costly. 


inconvenient, plus I'm hun¬ 
gry all the time — Michaels 
has heard every excuse 
from the audience for her 
website, weekly podcast 
and speaking engage¬ 
ments. 

“I wanted to integrate the 
answers and knock down 
the myths and the fad di¬ 
ets,” she says. “For every 
possible dieting dilemma 
that you could ever have, 
I provide umpteen amount 
of solutions. Pick one!" 

In her book, every strategy 
comes with a point system 
scored from 1 (a “bonus” 
tip) to 3 (most effective 
and important). Totaling 
the strategies you’re able 
to adopt can help predict 
your rate of weight loss, she 
says. 

If some of this stuff gets a 
little technical (she pre¬ 
scribes workouts complete 
with calories-per-minute 
burned for each exercise), 
Michaels also packs the 
book with simple no-brain¬ 
ers: Eat before you head 
to the party so you’re less 
tempted by those fatty 
hors d’oeuvres. Nix foods 
tagged with "danger 
words" like smothered, 
loaded, tender, deep-fried 
and creamy. Q 
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Mr. Obama Goes To Israel 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Because I have to generate two 
columns a week for you, Dear 
Reader, I spend some time hunt¬ 
ing for new ideas on the confer¬ 
ence circuit. When you are on 
that circuit, you are perpetu¬ 
ally under the illusion that you 
are hearing from the exciting, 
fresh people who are about to 
change history. 

You’re hearing from, say, the 
brilliant technology entrepre¬ 
neur Shai Agassi, who is starting 
a paradigm-shifting electric car 
company. You’re hearing from 
some wizard with a new solar- 
panel technology, or some new 
social-networking entrepreneur. 
My main impression over the 
past five years is that the confer¬ 
ence circuit capitalists who give 
fantastic presentations have 
turned out to be marginal to his¬ 
tory while the people who are 
too boring and unfashionable to 
get invited to the conferences 
in the first place have actually 
changed the world under our 
noses. 

Shai Agassi’s company, Better 
Place, for example, has gener¬ 
ated glowing magazine profiles, 
but it has managed to lose more 
than $500 million while selling as- 
toundingly few cars. He stepped 
down as the chief executive, 
and his replacement lasted only 
a few months. It turns out that the 
things that are sexy to politicians 
and paradigm-shifting to confer¬ 
ence audiences are not neces¬ 
sarily attractive to consumers. 
Meanwhile, the anonymous 
drudges at American farming 
corporations are exporting $135 
billion worth of products every 
year and transforming the Ameri¬ 
can Midwest. The unfashionable 
executive at petrochemical 
companies have been uproot¬ 
ing plants from places like Chile, 
relocating them to places like 
Louisiana, transforming econom¬ 
ic prospects in the Southeast. 
Most important of all, the boring 
old oil and gas engineers have 
transformed the global balance 
of power. 

By 2020, the United States will 
overtake Saudi Arabia as the 
world’s largest oil producer, ac¬ 
cording to the International Ener¬ 
gy Agency. The U.S. has already 
overtaken Russia as the world’s 
leading gas producer. Fuel has 
become America’s largest ex¬ 
port item. Within five years, ac¬ 
cording to a study by Citigroup, 
North America could be energy 
independent. “OPEC will find it 
challenging to survive anoth¬ 
er 60 years, let alone another 


decade,” Edward Morse, Citi- 
group’s researcher, told CNBC. 
All of this was accomplished by 
people who exist largely beyond 
the reach of the lavalier-mike 
circuit. 

Joel Kotkin identified America’s 
epicenters of economic dyna¬ 
mism in a study for the Manhat¬ 
tan Institute. It is like a giant arc 
of unfashionableness. You start 
at the Dakotas where unemploy¬ 
ment rates are at microscopic 
levels. You drop straight down 
through the energy belts of the 
Great Plains until you hit Texas. 
Occasionally, you turn left to 
touch the spots where fertilizer 
output and other manufactur¬ 
ing plants are on the rebound, 
like the Third Coast areas in Loui¬ 
siana, Mississippi and Northern 
Florida. 

Vanity Fair still ranks the tech and 
media moguls and calls it The 
New Establishment, but, as Kot¬ 
kin notes, the big winners in the 
current economy are the “Mate¬ 
rial Boys,” the people who grow 
grain, drill for fuel and lay pipe¬ 
line. The growing parts of the 
world, meanwhile, are often the 
commodity belts, resource-rich 
places with good rule of law like 
Canada, Norway and Australia. 
Daniel Yergin, an energy guru, 
noted in congressional testimony 
last month that the revolution in 
oil and gas extraction has led to 
1.7 million new jobs in the Unit¬ 
ed States alone, a number that 
could rise to 3 million by 2020. 
The shale revolution added $62 
billion to federal revenues in 
2012. At the same time, carbon- 
dioxide emissions are down 13 
percent since 2007, as gas is 
used instead of coal to generate 
electricity. 

Most of us have grown up in a 
world in which we assumed that 
energy was scarce, or even run¬ 
ning out. We could now be en¬ 
tering a world of relatively cheap 
energy abundance. 

Most of us have grown up in a 
world in which oil states in the 
Middle East could throw their 
weight around because of 
their grip on the economy’s life 
source. But the power of petro- 
states is on the wane. Yergin 
argues that the oil sanctions 
against Iran may not have been 
sustainable if not for the new al¬ 
ternate sources of supply. 

We’ve grown accustomed to 
despotic regimes in Russia and 
Venezuela that live off oil and 
gas wealth. But those regimes 
are facing hard times, too. Gaz¬ 
prom is already offering roughly 
10 percent discounts on existing 
contracts. The Nigerians and 
Venezuelans may find it hard to 
compete. People in China and 
elsewhere are wondering if the 
fracking revolution means that 
the 21st century will be another 
North American century, just like 
the last one. What are the names 
of the people who are leading 
this shift? Who is the Steve Jobs 
of shale? Magazine covers don’t 
provide the answers. Whoever 
they are, they don’t seem hun¬ 
gry for celebrity or good with the 
splashy project launch. They are 
strong economically, but they 
are culturally off the map. 

This revolution will not be 
plenaried.Q 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

In case you haven’t heard, Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama leaves for 
Israel next week. It is possible, 
though, that you haven’t heard 
because it is hard for me to recall 
a less-anticipated trip to Israel by 
a U.S. president. But there is a 
message in that empty bottle: 
Little is expected from this trip - 
not only because little is possible, 
but because, from a narrow U.S. 
point of view, little is necessary. 
Quietly, with nobody announc¬ 
ing it, the Israeli-Palestinian con¬ 
flict has shifted from a necessity 
to a hobby for U.S. diplomats. 
Like any hobby - building model 
airplanes or knitting sweaters - 
some days you work on it, some 
days you don’t. It depends on 
your mood, but it doesn’t usu¬ 
ally matter when that sweater 
gets finished. Obama worked on 
this hobby early in his first term. 
He got stuck as both parties re¬ 
buffed him, and therefore he 
adopted, quite rationally in my 
view, an attitude of benign ne¬ 
glect. It was barely noticed. 

The shift in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict from necessity to hobby 
for the U.S. is driven by a number 
of structural changes, beginning 
with the end of the Cold War. 
There was a time when it was 
truly feared that an Arab-lsraeli 
war could trigger a wider super¬ 
power conflict. During the Octo¬ 
ber 1973 war, President Richard 
Nixon raised America’s military 
readiness to Defcon 3 to signal 
the Soviets to stay away. That 
is not likely to happen today, 
given the muted superpower 
conflict over the Middle East. 


Moreover, the discovery of mas¬ 
sive amounts of oil and gas in 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico is 
making North America the new 
Saudi Arabia. So who needs the 
old one? 

Of course, oil and gas are global 
commodities, and any disrup¬ 
tion of flows from the Middle 
East would drive up prices. But 
though America still imports 
some oil from the Middle East, we 
will never again be threatened 
with gas lines by another Arab oil 
embargo sparked by anger over 
Palestine. For China and India, 
that is another matter. For them, 
the Middle East has gone from 
a hobby to a necessity. They 
are both hugely dependent on 
Middle East oil and gas. If any¬ 
one should be advancing Arab- 
lsraeli (and Sunni-Shiite) peace 
diplomacy today, it is the foreign 
ministers of India and China. 
Writing in Foreign Policy maga¬ 
zine last week, Robin M. Mills, the 
head of consulting at Manaar 
Energy, noted that “according 
to preliminary figures reported 
this week, China has overtaken 
the United States as the world’s 
largest net oil importer.” Mills 
described this as a “shift as mo¬ 
mentous as the U.S. eclipse of 
Britain’s Royal Navy or the Ameri¬ 
can economy’s surpassing of the 
British economy in the late 19th 
century. ... The United States is 
set to become the world’s big¬ 
gest oil producer by 2017.” 

At the same time, while the unre¬ 
solved Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
emotionally resonates across the 
Arab-Muslim world, and solving 
it is necessary for regional stabil¬ 
ity, it is clearly not sufficient. The 
most destabilizing conflict in the 
region is the civil war between 
Shiites and Sunnis that is rock¬ 
ing Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Yemen. While it 
would be a good thing to erect 
a Palestinian state at peace 
with Israel, the issue today is: Will 
there be anymore a Syrian state, 
a Libyan state and an Egyptian 
state? 

Finally, while America’s need to 
forge Israeli-Palestinian peace 


has never been lower, the ob¬ 
stacles have never been higher: 
Israel has now implanted 300,000 
settlers in the West Bank, and 
the Hamas rocket attacks on 
Israel from Gaza have seriously 
eroded the appetite of the Israe¬ 
li silent majority to withdraw from 
the West Bank, since one puny 
rocket alone from there could 
close Israel’s international airport 
in Lod. 

For all these reasons, Obama 
could be the first sitting U.S. presi¬ 
dent to visit Israel as a tourist. 
Good news for Israel, right? 
Wrong. While there may be few¬ 
er reasons for the U.S. to take risks 
to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, there is still a powerful 
reason for Israel to do so. The sta¬ 
tus quo today may be tolerable 
for Israel, but it is not healthy. 
And more status quo means 
continued Israeli settlements 
in, and tacit annexation of, the 
West Bank. 

That’s why I think the most impor¬ 
tant thing Obama could do on 
his trip is to publicly and privately 
ask every Israeli official he meets 
these questions: 

“Please tell me how your relent¬ 
less settlement drive in the West 
Bank does not end up with Israel 
embedded there - forever ruling 
over 2.5 million Palestinians with 
a colonial-like administration 
that can only undermine Israel as 
a Jewish democracy and dele- 
gitimize Israel in the world com¬ 
munity? I understand why Pales¬ 
tinian dysfunction and the Arab 
awakening make you wary, but 
still. Shouldn’t you be constant¬ 
ly testing and testing whether 
there is a Palestinian partner for 
a secure peace? After all, you 
have a huge interest in trying 
to midwife a decent West Bank 
Palestinian state that is modern, 
multireligious and pro-Western 
- a totally different model from 
the Muslim Brotherhood variants 
around you. Everyone is focused 
on me and what will I do. But, as 
a friend, I just want to know one 
thing: What is your long-term 
strategy? Do you even have 
one?” □ 
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With no choice. Big East commissioner looks ahead 


GREG BISHOP 
© 2013 New York Times 

NEW YORK-The well-wishers 
came in waves, old friends 
and new colleagues, tele¬ 
vision bigwigs and college 
presidents, all in search of 
Mike Aresco, commissioner 
of the Big East Conference. 
(Or what’s left of it. Before 
more teams are added 
and subtracted. Before 
they call it something else.) 
As the valedictory confer¬ 
ence basketball tourna¬ 


ment continued Wednes¬ 
day in all its sentimental 
glory, Aresco arrived at 
Madison Square Garden at 
11:15 a.m. He wore a gray 
pinstripe suit, a red tie and, 
as his preferred expression, 
a smile. Where others mis¬ 
took his rounds for a funeral 
procession, for a portrait of 
the end, Aresco peddled 
hope and sold opportunity 
and projected confidence. 
Aresco, by both nature 
and necessity, is perhaps 
the most optimistic man in 
sports. 

At Tufts, in graduate school, 
he fixated on a plaque in 
the library, the one with a 
quotation from Edward R. 


Murrow: Difficulty is the ex¬ 
cuse history never accepts. 
Later, when Aresco in¬ 
terviewed with ESPN, an 
acquaintance, a federal 
judge, told him that he was 
out of his mind, that a 24- 
hour sports concept would 
never work. Aresco took 
the job. That turned out all 
right. 

So there Aresco sat 
Wednesday morning, after 
a breakfast of eggs, bacon 
and wheat toast; after an¬ 


other meeting with a televi¬ 
sion executive; inside Dress¬ 
ing Room 1, the confer¬ 
ence headquarters for the 
tournament. The perpetual 
spin cycle of conference 
realignment continued un¬ 
abated. Aresco looked for¬ 
ward to a temporary break. 
“You ready to watch some 
basketball?” he asked. 
“That will be a relief.” 
Aresco became the Big 
East commissioner in Au¬ 
gust, and as one month 
bled into two, then six, it 
felt, he said, “like drinking 
from a fire hose.” Notre 
Dame announced it would 
depart for the Atlantic 
Coast Conference. Rutgers 


decided to head to the Big 
Ten. Louisville planned its 
jump to the ACC. 

As Aresco acclimated to a 
job as difficult as any post 
in sports, the landscape 
shifted, continually, under¬ 
neath his feet. The param¬ 
eters changed daily. Every 
game he attended, report¬ 
ers shoved microphones 
in his face. His wife had to 
remind him to eat. Critics 
tagged his league Confer¬ 
ence USA 2.0 and Confer¬ 


ence We'll Take Anyone. 

If those departures early 
in his tenure seemed dif¬ 
ficult, they represent what 
Aresco called “the halcyon 
days" in hindsight. That was 
before Boise State and San 
Diego State bolted hav¬ 
ing never actually arrived, 
before seven Catholic uni¬ 
versities decided to split 
and form a basketball con¬ 
ference and pay for the 
old name, before Aresco 
signed a television deal 
with ESPN for the Confer¬ 
ence Formerly Known as 
the Big East. 

The past seven months, 
Aresco said, “felt like seven 
years.” 


He was asked if that had 
aged him. He looked 
around for his tournament 
credential before he an¬ 
swered. He could not find it. 
“I think I still look the same," 
he joked, adding: “I've 
termed our conference a 
conference of opportunity. 
I consider us a challenger 
brand. I still feel that way.” 
Aresco traveled for most of 
the first few months in the 
job. He went to football 
games, visited campus¬ 


es, shook a few hundred 
hands. He tried to reverse 
the narrative that had tak¬ 
en hold, of a doomed con¬ 
ference, the entity left out 
of realignment. He prom¬ 
ised the Big East would “re¬ 
invent itself again.” 

At 12:24 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aresco bumped into Joel 
Fisher, an executive vice 
president at the Garden. 
“I've been meaning to call 
you," Fisher said. 

The men sat in the front 
row and talked basketball. 
That this tournament would 
mark the conference’s last 
here in its current form went 
unsaid. A Syracuse fan 
walked by, his beard dyed 


orange. The Providence 
mascot, with its creepy 
non-smile facial expression, 
shook Aresco's hand. Cin¬ 
cinnati fans debated their 
NCAA tournament pros¬ 
pects as the Bearcats' lead 
over Providence again bal¬ 
looned. An usher, his local 
accent thick, summarily dis¬ 
patched an interloper from 
the seats. 

Moments like these made 
the Big East tournament, 
quintessential New York 
moments, melting-pot mo¬ 
ments, a Friar and an Or¬ 
ange and a Bearcat walk 
into the Garden moments. 
Aresco made his way 
across the court, to the 
ESPN table, where, at 12:50 
p.m., he exchanged pleas¬ 
antries with broadcaster 
Mike Patrick. Patrick refer¬ 
enced all the recent move¬ 
ment, the teams on their 
way out, those on their way 
in. 

“The dust will start settling 
soon,” Aresco said. 

Or so he hoped. There was 
optimism over the ESPN 
contract, which still needs 
to be approved by the 
conference’s board, which 
is composed of the presi¬ 
dents of the member col¬ 
leges. Still, at about $130 
million over seven years, 
the deal is far smaller than 
one the conference turned 
down two years ago. 
Pittsburgh, Syracuse, Lou¬ 
isville and Notre Dame will 
leave. So will Rutgers. So will 
the so-called Catholic 7 - 
St. John's, Seton Hall, Mar¬ 
quette, DePaul, George¬ 
town, Villanova and Provi¬ 
dence - to form the new 
Big East, a basketball con¬ 
ference, like the original. 
Aresco said his confer¬ 
ence, soon to be unnamed 
and named again, will sign 
a second television deal 
“fairly soon.” He did not 
elaborate about the deal; 
negotiations are continu¬ 
ing. Aresco sees all of this as 
an opportunity, of course. 
“It gives us a fresh start,” he 
said. “It gives this group a 
chance to make its own his¬ 
tory. It’s essentially almost a 
new conference.” 

At 1:17 p.m., Aresco pulled 
out his iPhone and re¬ 
sponded to email, peck¬ 
ing answers with the index 
finger on his right hand.Q 



Big East Commissioner Mike Aresco speaks with a Madison Square Garden executive during the Big East Men’s Basketball Champi¬ 
onship at Madison Square Garden in New York, March 13, 2013. Aresco has faced numerous difficulties since taking the job as the 
conference shifts and teams leave or join. 

(Ben Solomon/The New York Times) 














